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Summary 

“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed“ 

(Preamble to the UNESCO Constitution). This scenario attempts to embody this preamble through the consecutive 

activities and in the light of the current influx of war refugees from countries like Syria into European countries, I 

strongly believe that young minds are constantly challenged into upholding the meaning of peace and eventually, 

defending the concept of peace regardless of their origin.  

It is painfully difficult to talk with students about war. And given students' access to media, it is almost impossible 
to protect them from frightening and confusing world events. What we say to our students depends on their age, 
the questions they ask, and our own political and moral beliefs. Whatever we feel about what is happening in 
current wars, we want to encourage students to continue to be curious about the world, to value peaceful 
resolutions to problems, and to feel free to come to us with questions and concerns.  

History is always integrated into the core curriculum of the education system in Europe but I envisage that these 

classes will provide students with a hands-on approach to learning and the discovery of the many “Faces of war”. 

Real photos, documentaries and first-hand accounts of eyewitnesses of war have more impact than just words 

written in text books and this is essentially the basis of this scenario – making the young generation aware of all 

the dimensions of war. 

This scenario attempts to 

-  take advantage of collaborative learning (discussing issues in groups, writing manifestos in pairs, 

contributing to the brainstorming activity online, creating a GoogleDocs dictionary, discussing the content 

of manifestos and voting for the best ones on the Internet);  

- use various online tools in a pedagogically justified way (AnswerGarden for collecting ideas, GoogleDocs 

for creating a thematic vocabulary collection, Tricider for an online discussion and Quizlet for preparing 

quizzes and other class games);  

- develop skills in a holistic way; 

- combine various methodologies to enhance students’ engagement; 

- give students a lot of autonomy and prepare them for continuous professional development in the future; 

- take advantage of inquiry based learning, personalized learning, the concept of multiple intelligences and 

students centered methods of instruction. 

War themes are not easy for anyone to comprehend or accept. Understandably, many students feel confused, 

upset, and anxious. We can help by listening and responding in an honest, consistent, and supportive manner. And 

that is what the  “Faces of war” scenario puts into practice. 
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Table of summary  

Subject English, History 
 

Topic Wars and conflicts. 
 

Age of students 16-18 

Preparation time 15 minutes 

Teaching time 90 minutes/ 2 lessons 

Online teaching 
material  

AnswerGarden (www.answergarden.ch) for collecting ideas, Tricider 
(www.tricider.com) for a discussion and voting, GoogleDocs for creating a common 
Vocabulary Book, films from the Erasmus+ project “Witnesses of the Second World 
War”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_C8N6VK6rI&t=3s - witness from Poland, 
subtitles in English, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5M9ik-
9vwg&index=33&list=UUWo5AvLZ6XkLB0VVru-bhNA - witness from Greece, 
subtitles in English, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yc1FNEAF_uQ - witness from the Netherlands, 
subtitles in English, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYIul1LLd18 – witness from Finland, subtitles 
in English 
 

Offline teaching 
material 

Paper, three computers (if not available - printed photos), printer 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

Photos: 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/c3ntyvq7.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=5 

 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/yybzaafg.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=5 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/bt6qs2aa.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=8 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/fr5cacn7.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=10 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/wjpm2b4x.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=16  

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/swrekjxp.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=17  

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/ead6nese.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=20 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2024913/photography_ProvidedCHO_Parisienne_de_Photographie_36639_7.html?q

=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=25 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/vn286u68.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=1 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/j4pdke8u.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=1 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/dzt4kyhz.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=1 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/dup6t9g4.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=2 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/jz3kykra.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=2 

 

Films: 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/08631/1037479000000334042.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=2 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/08631/1037479000000270003.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=4 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/08631/1037479000000334029.html?q=war#dcId=1550685001359&p=4 

 

 

License 

Attribution CC BY. 
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Integration into the curriculum 

This lesson can be used for a wide range of social studies and history topics as well. It is one of the topics of written 

language exams (Social Issues); therefore, it fits in any of English lessons. The lesson develops all the language skills 

assessed at the final exam. It develops the multilingual competence, digital competence, personal, social and 

learning to learn competence, citizenship competence and cultural awareness and expression competence. 

 

Aim of the lesson 

The aim of the lesson is to make students realise what a war is and what consequences it brings into people’s lives.  

The other objectives are: 

- To encourage students to use their creativity, browse on Europeana and other websites for suitable 

materials, 

- To learn about what makes a good manifesto by thinking critically about manifestos they have studied, 

- To create a manifesto that will have a lasting impact on other people, 

- To enrich vocabulary of students associated with the topic, 

- To develop students’ digital and social skills. 

 

Trends 

Project Based Learning, Collaborative Learning, Student Centered Learning, Flipped Classroom, Peer Learning, 

Mobile Learning, Cloud Based Learning, BYOD, Social Media Learning 

 

21st century skills 

Students develop their creativity, communication and collaboration skills working in groups and discussing their 

choices. Technology and media literacy skills are developed using the online applications for brainstorming. 

Moreover, these activities enhance students’ flexibility, productivity and the sense of initiative. 

 

 

Activities 

Describe here in detail all the activities during the lesson and the time they require. Remember, that your learning scenario needs 

to use Europeana resources. 

 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Brainstorming 
associations 
with the topic 
of “war”   

At home students brainstorm 10-12 associations with the topic of war. They post them 
one by one  on the AnswerGarden board (www.answergarden.ch). The bigger number 
of students put a certain word, the bigger it becomes on the board. The teacher saves 

5 
minutes 

http://www.answergarden.ch/
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the board as a poster ( it will be used while working on the Manifesto during the 
second lesson). 

Flipped 
Classroom 
activity 

The class is divided into three groups. At home each group watches two films (one 
from Europeana and one from the Erasmus+ project “Witnesses of the Second World 
War”. Watching the films students take notes finishing the beginnings: 
So far I haven’t known that… 
The worst thing is that … 
I can’t believe that … 
It’s so sad that … 
One optimistic thing is that… 
I’m sure that… 
Students can finish one beginning with one or more endings. 

20-25 
minutes 

 LESSON 1  

Group work At school students discuss their opinions about the film in their groups and select 
three  best endings for each beginning. 

5 
minutes 

Presentation I Group leaders present briefly their films and the members, one by one, read the whole 
sentences justifying why they have come up with particular endings. 

10 
minutes 

“Faces of war” 
task 

Students again work in three groups. They get familiar with their task: “What are 
various faces(aspects) of war? Out of the photos choose the ones which seem to be 
the most relevant. Discuss with your group colleagues what makes those choices 
best.” Each group has their own computer so that they can browse through the photos 
and are able to look up any words needed. Students note down new vocabulary in 
their Vocabulary Book on a shared GoogleDocs document.  

15 
minutes 

Presentation II Students present “the various faces of war” to the whole class. They refer to the 
photos they selected on the Europeana portal. 

15 
minutes 

Homework Students are asked to conduct at home an online research on how to write a 
manifesto, what parts it should have, what language is appropriate. They can look 
through some online articles, presentations and YouTube films. 

 

 LESSON 2  

Recapitulation 
of students’ 
homework 

Students discuss, as a class, the content of a manifesto, its parts and the language they 
should use writing it. 

5 
minutes 

Pair work Students work in pairs writing their version of a manifesto. They note down new 
vocabulary in their Vocabulary Book on GoogleDocs.  

15 
minutes 

Presentation III Students present their manifestos to the whole class. While talking they refer to the 
photos from the Europeana. 

15 
minutes 

Homework The teacher explains homework. The teacher creates a voting on www.tricider.com 
where students will upload their manifestos and the photos they have chosen. At 
home students will comment on the other participants’ proposals listing their 
advantages and disadvantages and using Tricider they will vote for the best manifesto 
(each student has got three votes). All the manifestos and photos will be displayed on 
the class board in their classroom. Two volunteers will create a Quizlet on 
www.quizlet.com so that all the students will be able to practise new vocabulary using 
the tools Quizlet is comprised of. The Quizlet will also be used during the following 
lessons at school. 

5 
minutes 

 

Assessment 

The Quizlet game created by the volunteers will be used to practise new vocabulary. The other functionalities of 

the Quizlet will be used during the following lessons at school. 

http://www.tricider.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
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Student feedback 

Students will use the method of the “wind rose” to give feedback after the classes. In this activity students assess 

four aspects of the classes marking their level of satisfaction, similarly to school grades, from 6 (excellent) to 1 

(unsatisfactory). The following dimensions are assessed: 

- the atmosphere during the classes, 

- the methods of work used in the classes, 

- the usefulness of knowledge in their future learning and professional life, 

- the usefulness of skills developed through the activities. 

 

Teacher’s remarks 

This was a very successful lesson. All the aims were fully achieved. Students had many opportunities to practise 

English both orally and in writing. They were also given a chance, which is not so frequent on a daily basis, to think 

of moral values such as solidarity, helpfulness, heroism and compassion. 

“Faces of war” was enjoyable and academically enriching both for students and for the teacher. On the one hand, 

students liked the diversity of tasks, friendly atmosphere, the possibility to use different online applications, and, on 

the other hand, they appreciated the vast range of visual materials used during the classes. Conducting the feedback 

session some students complained that they had needed more time to complete some of the tasks. All the group, 

18 students altogether, were  highly engaged in the consecutive activities. 

 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand 

the Europeana Education Community. 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

