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Summary

My students are between 14 and 15. They started learning English this September. They have a special curriculum. It means that 
they have 15 English lessons a week and 3 English teachers. Their school is in Kisvárda, Hungary. As there was a temporary 
exhibition in the town, we decided to visit it. Here we could see the paintings of Hatvany Viktoria. She is a painter, who paints 
not only on canvas but onto a special type of porcelain called Hollóházi. The artist and her works were unknown for me and my 
students, but we liked her paintings. We decided to learn more about her work and her life. 

Painting on porcelain sounded something modern for my students, but I wanted to show them, that painting on porcelain is not 
a new fashion and that is the point, where I used Europeana to prove this. On the site, my students searched for painted plates.

Besides getting to know the artist, I wanted my students to practice the English language. They had to tell their ideas about the 
paintings in English and the language of the communication during the lessons was English, of course.

As a product, they wrote a summary of their feelings in connection with their favourite painting and  made a PPT using the 
photos of the plates  they found on Europeana.

Table of summary 

Subject English, Art 

Topic Modern Art

Age of students 14-16

Preparation time 4-5 hours

Teaching time 1 hour for the exhibition and 3 hours at class
The work can be continued at home

Online teaching 
material 

https://hatvany.hu/hatvany-hollohazi-porcelanok/

Offline teaching 
material

Printer, paper, pen, pencils, laptop or tablet,  internet access, projector

Europeana 
resources used

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/hu/search?view=grid&q=art&qf%5B%5D=plates&per_page=24

Licenses

Please indicate below which license you attribute your work with by picking one of the options below. We do NOT recommend 
the last option – in case you pick that one, your work will not be translatable or editable. If you include images in the learning 
scenario, please make sure to add the source and licenses under the pictures themselves.



X     Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, 
even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most 
accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed 
materials.

 Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work
even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under 
the identical terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that
would benefit from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects.

 Attribution-NoDerivs CC BY-ND. This license allows for redistribution, commercial and non-
commercial, as long as it is passed along unchanged and in whole, with credit to you.

 Attribution-NonCommercial CC BY-NC. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon 
your work non-commercially, and although their new works must also acknowledge you and be 
non-commercial, they don’t have to license their derivative works on the same terms.

 Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike CC BY-NC-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and 
build upon your work non-commercially, as long as they credit you and license their new 
creations under the identical terms.

 Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs CC BY-NC-ND. This license is the most restrictive of the six
main licenses, only allowing others to download your works and share them with others as long 
as they credit you, but they can’t change them in any way or use them commercially.

Integration into the curriculum

Talking about Art is one of the topics of most language exams. 

The project helps to fulfill the following expectations of the Hungarian curriculum:

 The improvement of communication
 Integration of subjects
 Usage of different learning strategies
 Expressing ideas in a foreign language

 

Aim of the lesson

I want my students to familiarize themselves with the topic of art and to get to know an artist and her works. Meanwhile, they 
practice picture description, past tense, translation, oral communication.

Browse on Europeana for suitable material

To develop a positive attitude towards Art

Trends

Outdoor education Learning outside of the school building in a real environment. Understanding the message of a painting is 
important in the project.
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Informal learning: Students can get information about the painter via internet, leaflets from the museum

21st century skills

Information Media and technology skills students will develop ICT skills by using Europeana, writing their ideas in word format 
and making a PPT

Collaboration Students are asked to work in groups and pairs. They have to share their feelings in connection with the paintings.
They have to read and share information about the artist.

Creativity

Initiative

Productivity

Information literacy

Activities

Describe here in detail all the activities during the lesson and the time they require. Remember, that your learning scenario 
needs to use Europeana resources.

Name of
activity

Procedure Time

Initial 
work

 We visit an exhibition of a Hungarian artist who paints not only on canvas but 
on porcelain too. Students look at her works of art and choose one, which they
like the best. They take a photo of that painting.

1h

Talking 
about 
your 
favourite 
painting

Students show the painting they have chosen to each other. Those, who have 
the same photo taken, work in a group. The teacher asks them to introduce the
painting of their choice answering some questions.  Students describe the 
painting and summarize their impressions in the form of a word document. 
Students are encouraged to use dictionaries to express their thoughts in 
English. 

1h

Talking 
about the
artist

In order to get to know the artist, the teacher divides the group into two. Half 
of the class (group1) gets a questionnaire in their mother tongue which they 
have to translate into English. They will be the reporters. The other group gets 
an information leaflet about the artist. They read it.
Each reporter goes to a person from the other group and asks them questions 
waiting for the answers. When they are ready, they have an overall picture 
about the work of the artist. 
As the artist’s aim is to make painted porcelain objects everyday utensils in 
households, the teacher asks students to search for painted plates on 
Europeana. They should choose 10 photos and put them into two groups: 

1. I would use it for decoration

10 min

15 min

30min-
1h
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2. I would eat from it
As homework or during the lesson, they make a PPT using the photos found on 
Europeana.
The aim is to realize that painting on plates is not new in Europe. Students will 
find painted plates on Europeana site from different centuries all over Europe. 
Some of the motives from European countries are like those used in our 
country and there are some different ones too. It can teach them, that art can 
make our everyday life more beautiful.

Assessment

tricider

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ********************************

Student feedback

tricider

Teacher’s remarks

As the artist was unknown even for me before the project, I enjoyed learning about her Art 
together with my students. They used the English language during the description of the 
painting and when they changed ideas. They enjoyed that we left the building of our school and 
learnt something new at a different venue. They were also able to compare European Art 
motives which shows how similar and also different we are. If only a few of them got closer to 
the world of Art, I would say I am happy.

About the Europeana DSI-4 project

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 
from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 
Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 
access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 
Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions.

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 
organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 
teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and 
expand the Europeana Education Community.
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https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
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