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Summary

Table of summary 

Subject German as Foreign Language 

Topic The tradition of German speaking fairy tales 

Age  of
students

15-16

Preparatio
n time

5h

Teaching
time

10h

Online 
teaching 
material 

1. Stage: motivation and brainstorming
https://www.goethe.de/ins/it/it/spr/unt/ver/aus/grm.html
https://www.deutsche-maerchenstrasse.com/de/
https://www.magicpark-verden.de/der-park/maerchenwald.html

2. Stage: presentation
http://www.goethe.de/lrn/prj/mlg/mad/gri/de8832539.htm
https://www.dw.com/de/grimms-märchen-ein-land-feiert-das-brüderpaar/av-16475023

3. Stage: analysis
https://www.grimmstories.com/de/grimm_maerchen/index
https://www.rbb-online.de/maerchenfilm/
(Text analysis and summarizing)

4. Stage: language work
http://tedescomagazin.loescher.it/marchenspiel-2-zauberquadrat.n6057
http://tedescomagazin.loescher.it/rotkappchen-spielen-wir-mit-einem-marchen.n3462
http://tedescomagazin.loescher.it/spielecke-marchen-im-chaos.n3196

Offline 
teaching 
material

Paper, interactive whiteboard, blackboard, chalk, pens, German books (collection of fairy tales) from the
library.

Europeana 
resources 
used

Brothers Grimm:
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/2048424/
item_XSN7DM7UXU74667M4PYKOFDMEECBCBC7.html?q=brother
%20grimm#dcId=1546615614845&p=1&pp=0
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/2048424/
item_UWGCHSWE2XCIZDL4MRVYHMIHMWYOKCXR.html?l%5Bp%5D%5Bq%5D=brother+grimm&l%5Br
%5D=8&l%5Bt%5D=323&q=brother+grimm#dcId=1546615614845&p=1
Example of a manuscript:
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/9200211/en_list_one_fmb_ms_Grimm_G_072_001.html?l

https://www.goethe.de/ins/it/it/spr/unt/ver/aus/grm.html
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/9200211/en_list_one_fmb_ms_Grimm_G_072_001.html?l%5Bp%5D%5Bq%5D=brother+grimm&l%5Br%5D=11&l%5Bt%5D=323&q=brother+grimm#dcId=1546615614845&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/2048424/item_UWGCHSWE2XCIZDL4MRVYHMIHMWYOKCXR.html?l%5Bp%5D%5Bq%5D=brother+grimm&l%5Br%5D=8&l%5Bt%5D=323&q=brother+grimm#dcId=1546615614845&p=1
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http://tedescomagazin.loescher.it/rotkappchen-spielen-wir-mit-einem-marchen.n3462
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https://www.grimmstories.com/de/grimm_maerchen/index
https://www.dw.com/de/grimms-m%C3%A4rchen-ein-land-feiert-das-br%C3%BCderpaar/av-16475023
http://www.goethe.de/lrn/prj/mlg/mad/gri/de8832539.htm
https://www.magicpark-verden.de/der-park/maerchenwald.html
https://www.deutsche-maerchenstrasse.com/de/


%5Bp%5D%5Bq%5D=brother+grimm&l%5Br%5D=11&l%5Bt
%5D=323&q=brother+grimm#dcId=1546615614845&p=1     
Fairy tales:

- Die Bremer Stadtmusikanten
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/2064109/
Museu_ProvidedCHO_Spielzeugmuseum_der_Stadt_N_rnberg__Museum_Lydia_Bayer__167__Datensatz
_.html?q=bremer+stadtmusikanten#dcId=1546615614845&p=1

- Dornröschen
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/2048043/
ProvidedCHO_Universit_t_Osnabr_ck___Historische_Bildpostkarten_7397.html?
q=märchen#dcId=1546615614845&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/2048043/
ProvidedCHO_Universit_t_Osnabr_ck___Historische_Bildpostkarten_4530.html?
q=dornröschen#dcId=1546615614845&p=1     
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/08535/local__default__46191.html?
q=dornröschen#dcId=1546615614845&p=1     

- Die Sterntaler  
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/2064109/
Museu_ProvidedCHO_Spielzeugmuseum_der_Stadt_N_rnberg__Museum_Lydia_Bayer__40784__Datensa
tz_.html?q=sterntaler#dcId=1551864105081&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/it/record/2064109/
Museu_ProvidedCHO_Spielzeugmuseum_der_Stadt_N_rnberg__Museum_Lydia_Bayer__9553__Datensat
z_.html?q=sterntaler#dcId=1551864105081&p=1

Licenses

Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even

for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical

terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that would benefit from

incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects.

Integration into the curriculum

Through this learning scenario pupils get in touch with short written and oral texts, which they globally understand. Students
also learn to take part in simple talks about familiar and well-known situations, i.e. their own experiences during their childhood
with fairy tales, and interact about topics of personal interest, for example as concerns TV-series, cartoons or films inspired by
fairy tales. As the foreign culture is regarded, pupils get in touch with the main traditions of the foreign land (Germany), analyze
several aspects related to the foreign society (Germany and fairy tales nowadays) and compare elements of their own culture
with the foreign one.

Aim of the lesson

The aim of the activity is that students get in touch with the tradition of the genre of fairy tales as a first example of literary

texts  in  their  didactical  curriculum.  They  learn  to  understand  and  analyze  a  short  piece  of  literature,  focusing  on  the

characterization, the use of typical expressions (i.e.  “Es war einmal”) and the description of the context as well as the final

moral. Pupils should also acknowledge the importance of Brothers Grimm’s production in the present days as possible way to

travel through Germany (Märchenstraße or related museums) and learn German culture and way of thinking.

Trends

- Active learning;
- Collaborative and cooperative learning;
- Gamification;
- Open source learning;
- Visual search & learning.
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21st century skills

1. Creativity: after having analyzed and summarized a text, students handle with language creatively and modify the
original text thinking about possible new beginnings or endings and also rewrite it with a modern twist.

2. Collaboration: students understand and analyze fairy tales, images or videos in groups. 
3. Communication: students learn the specific language of fairy tales, idiomatic expressions, new tenses (Präteritum) and

sentence constructions (subordinate clause).
4. Media literacy: students have to think about and compare different medias, through which a fairy tale can be told and

shown.

Activities

Describe here in detail all the activities during the lesson and the time they require. Remember, that your learning scenario

needs to use Europeana resources.

Name of
activity

Procedure Time

Motivation Students discuss their experiences and acquaintances with fairy tales also through cartoons,
videos,  films etc.  For  each  fairy  tale  Europeana  resources (book  covers,  images,  etc.)  are
shown in class and lead to the next phase (brainstorming).

30 Min.

Brainstormin
g

Students  reflect  about  the world  of  fairy  tales,  especially  about  texts  written by  Brothers
Grimm. They underline specific patterns and identify the basis structure of a fairy tale.
Tools: https://www.mindmup.com 

30 Min.

Presentation The teacher presents students the authors (Grimm) through a short biography, a video of the
museum Grimmwelt (Kassel) and a map of the German Fairy Tale Route. Then, copies of three
texts (The Bremen Town Musicians, Sleeping Beauty, The Star-Money) are provided. 
Tools: https://www.tripline.net 

30  Min.
for  each
text

Analysis The teacher guides the students into the reading comprehension. Students (in groups) divide
the text in paragraphs, sum up the plot, focus on the characterization and the moral.

60  Min.
for  each
text

Language
work

The  teacher  guides  the  students  into  the  reflection  about  past  tenses  (Präteritum)  and
temporal  clauses  (Temporalnebensätze).  Students  infer  the  rule  construction  (auxiliary,
regular and irregular verbs) and train with exercises.

90 Min.

Assessment Written test: grammar and reading comprehension
Oral test: summarizing a plot, speaking about characters and setting, explaining the moral.

60 Min. 
120 Min.

Assessment

Oral and written test. Students will be assessed for:

- Reading comprehension;
- Communicative achievements (use of past tenses and temporal clauses)
- Speaking about a fairy tale (plot; characters; setting; moral). 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ********************************

Student feedback

As the whole didactical project was especially conceived as a sequence of “participated lessons”, where an active involvement of

students was constantly stimulated, pupils always had the possibility to butt into the discussion about the literary genre, the

tradition of fairy tales or the current relevance of the topic for German speakers, but also for the whole European cultural

identity.  In particular,  students could discuss personal  experiences referring to a variety of medias (books, animation films,

cartoons, comics, TV series etc.) in small groups or in plenum. 
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https://www.mindmup.com/
https://www.tripline.net/


Another significant method to gain feedback from students has been the simulation of the written test, which I distributed at the

end of my didactic unit. Through the informal control of the development of the learning targets, I could guide my students to

focus  on  their  achievements  or  to  reflect  about  their  difficulties  and  uncertainties.  In  this  way,  they  invested  time  in  a

fundamental phase of the learning process, which is represented by the self-assessment. 

Teacher’s remarks

Working with Europeana collections has been a great challenge for me, as I encountered several difficulties while implementing

my didactic unit about fairy tales. First of all, I had to choose from the Europeana platform the iconographic materials with open

license, which were not always easy to find and to select. Once at school, I also realised that there was no access to these

images because of particular internet protections, restrictions or firewalls. Therefore, I had to show these pictures offline, saving

them on a USB-stick. It was also quite difficult to integrate this Learning Scenario in a well-balanced way in my teaching annual

program, because I had to produce a plenty of extra materials on my own, in order to offer my students enough exercises and

explanations regarding to the over-described topic. For this reason, I had to combine Europeana resources with various external

materials such as grammar exercises, maps, outlines etc. However, thanks to the Europeana collections and the Europeana DSI-

4 project I got in touch with a great international museum heritage which permitted me to expand my own knowledges of fairy

tales and to think about teaching methods in a new and creative way. Very important was for example the use of postcard

images as starting point for the development of the communicative competences of my learners, whose tasks were for example

to write a summary, to revise new vocabulary or to re-elaborate a fairy tale in a modern version.   

About the Europeana DSI-4 project

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens,

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions.

European  Schoolnet (EUN)  is  the  network  of  34  European  Ministries  of  Education,  based  in  Brussels.  As  a  not-for-profit

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools,

teachers,  researchers,  and industry partners.  European Schoolnet’s  task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and

expand the Europeana Education Community.
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https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

