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Summary 

 

In this learning scenario I tried to bring closer to my students the personal memories of their 

families of the main historical events, like the world wars while we were practiced the foreign 

language they have learned. During the project they had the possibility to get to know more 

about the personal aspects of the wars using the Euorpeana site and to create a „conversation” 

between the past and the present with writing and copying postcards of the era based on the 

models of the portal.    Another task of this scenario was to share with the school community the 

experiences of the project in an exhibition and to create in that way a platform of talking of the 

personal historical traumas in a free way.  

Table of summary  
Subject Italian, History 

Topic Collective Historical Memory 

Age of 
student
s 

16-18 

Prepara
tion 
time 

10-15 min 

Teachin
g time 

180-225 min  

Online 
teachin
g 
materia
l  

tablets of the school for groups to share and brainstorm photos, any online dictionary to 
translate, smart boards of the school to share photos, goggle drive to share the personal 
memories  

Offline 
teachin
g 
materia
l 

photocopies of the postcards of Europeana, glue, paper, tea to make older the paper, pencils, pens, offline 
dictionary, ruler, printer, computer 

 

Europe
ana 
resourc

resarch: https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/search?q=italian%20front&view=grid or 
any other location 
 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/search?q=italian%20front&view=grid


es used translation: 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2020601/contributions_5831.html?q=italia

n%20front#dcId=1550762380698&p=1 
 
to make copies: 
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2020601/contributions_16400_attachments_
176563.html or any other location 

 

Licenses 

Please indicate below which license you attribute your work with by picking one of the options below. We do NOT recommend 

the last option – in case you pick that one, your work will not be translatable or editable. If you include images in the learning 

scenario, please make sure to add the source and licenses under the pictures themselves. 

• Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, 

even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most 

accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of 

licensed materials. 

• Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your 

work even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations 

under the identical terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for 

materials that would benefit from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed 

projects. 

• Attribution-NoDerivs CC BY-ND. This license allows for redistribution, commercial and non-

commercial, as long as it is passed along unchanged and in whole, with credit to you. 

• Attribution-NonCommercial CC BY-NC. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon 

your work non-commercially, and although their new works must also acknowledge you and be 

non-commercial, they don’t have to license their derivative works on the same terms. 

• Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike CC BY-NC-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and 

build upon your work non-commercially, as long as they credit you and license their new 

creations under the identical terms. 

• Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs CC BY-NC-ND. This license is the most restrictive of the 

six main licenses, only allowing others to download your works and share them with others as 

long as they credit you, but they can’t change them in any way or use them commercially. 

 

 

Integration into the curriculum 

This lesson can be used with every important historical events of any country. It can be extend easily to many languages. It's 

heavily related to history and other subjects, like art as well. 

 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2020601/contributions_5831.html?q=italian%20front#dcId=1550762380698&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2020601/contributions_5831.html?q=italian%20front#dcId=1550762380698&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2020601/contributions_16400_attachments_176563.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2020601/contributions_16400_attachments_176563.html


Aim of the lesson 

- to introduce the basic vocabulary associated with war and history 

- to extend the horizons of students associated with history 

- to make the students meet with ancient language and to reveal the differences between the old and the contemporary using of 

it 

- to develop their visual ability and their creativity 

- to practice the translation between languages 

-to reflect their own family-histories and find their own place in them 

 

Trends 

- collaborative learning 

- project-based learning 

- lifelong learning 

- mobile learning 

- visual search and learning 

- open source learning 

 

21st century skills 

 

- collaboration 

- productivity 

- creativity 

- information literacy 

-innovation (being in a  project) 

-group work 

 

Activities 

Describe here in detail all the activities during the lesson and the time they require. Remember, that your learning scenario 

needs to use Europeana resources. 

 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Lesson 1: Present the Europeana Homepage. Let them search the navigation bar, menu 10 min 



Introduction and tabs. Form groups of three then give them key words (world war, italian 
front,etc.) to search for.  
Explain to them the aim and the steps of the project. Ask them to find one 
photo or any other material per group on the page wich is apply to the 
theme (the role of the italian army in the world wars) and wich has some 
new aspect for them in any sense. 

Searching 
on 
Europeana 
Homepage 

Collects new pulses through pictures, photos and any other materials of 
Europeana. Use the main search words like world war, italian front and 
others. Select one thing to share with the class per group. 

20 min 

Sharing Present to the class the results of the searching. Every group have to explain 
why they chose their ones. They have to explain what was the novelty for 
them on their photo, illustration, etc. This step can be very interesting for all 
of them because the Europeana portal offfers many additional informations 
and background stories of historical events. For example my class was very 
suprised seeing the mass of italians around Mussolini in some photos of the 
portal. 

15 min 

Lesson 2: 
Practising 
language 

Present to the class a few writing memory of wars in the language they have 
learned, like postcards or letters written from the front by soldiers. (There 
are many of them on the Europeana portal. In my case I used italian texts.) 
The teacher can use the online form or the printed version as well. After 
some language explanations of the texts the students formed in groups have 
to translate them to their own languages. Every group can work on a 
different piece of  memory. They can use online or offline helps as well. The 
aim of that part of the activity is to practicing the translation between two 
languages and to let them meet with such kind of languages therms wich 
aren't in use anymore in the contemporary spoken version of the language. 
At the end of the process they have to share with the class the translated 
text. 

40 min 

Introduction 
of the third 
lesson 

The teacher asks from the students to collect their own family stories of the 
wars for the next lesson. Like a kind of homework they have to make 
"interviews" with their parents or grandparents about the participations or 
experiences they have of this historical events.  
 

5 min 

Lesson 3: 
Oral history 
lesson - 
sharing our 
stories 
 

The students share their family stories in front of the class. It is highly 
recommended to create for this lesson a very free atmosphere not only by 
puting the chairs in a circle but maybe to find an unusal place or clasroom of 
the school where they can be present in a not common way. For the sharing 
they are using the learned language to parctice it. This is the most personal 
and intimate part of the project so the teacher have to be very careful and 
open-minden to control everything. At the end of the lesson the teacher asks 
from the students to write down their stories on the language they have 
learned. In that point the project can go into a virtual platform as well where 
they can share their stories or by creating an own website to the stories, etc. 
or it can be remain offline. In my case I asked them to print their stories, 
because the final aim was to make an exhibition in the school. 

 45 min 

Lesson 4-5:  On the last lessons the teacher shows to the students  many other postcards 45 or 90 



Create hand 
made 
copies of 
postcards or 
letters from 
the wars - 
make an 
exhibition 
of the 
materials 
 

from the wars like examples. The students have to recreate and "rewrite" 
them by using paper, pencils, etc. The aim of that part was not only to 
develop their creativity but to help them to immagine better or to relive 
almost physically the life of a soldier in a war by writing a postcard in their 
name. They have to use their fantasy and empathy by create a fictional 
personality in wich name they worked. It can be like a dialogue between the 
past and the present, and they can learn many new words as well. As a final 
step we collected all the prepared postcards and the printed personal stories 
and we made a little exhibition in the school under the title: The memory of 
the world wars in our families. This kind of sharing of the project with the 
school-community can be very inspiring for other students to uncover their 
own oral family heritage relative the main historical events. 
 

min 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Describe here the assessment method of the lesson, if any. For example, if you plan on assessing your students with a quiz, 

include here questions and answer options with color-coding the correct answers. 

 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

Student feedback 

In that project the students made oral feedbacks. They told me that the most impulsive part was the make resarches in their 

families, although few of them hade difficulties to make their family speaking. 

Teacher’s remarks 

It was quite surprising for me that my students never asked their relatives before the project about the family-aspects of the 

main historical events  I saw on them a real curiosity about these stories. They really enjoyed the translaition and the creation, 

and they were very proud of the exhibition. It was interesting to see how they can be emotionally touched by visual effects. 

 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and 

expand the Europeana Education Community. 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

