
 

 

Europeana Learning Scenario 
 

Title   

Inventions and discoveries 

Author(s) 

Tomislav Pavlović 

Summary 

 

Table of summary  

Subject English, ICT, Entrepreneurship 

Topic Inventions and discoveries 

Age of students 11-14 

Preparation time 3 hours 

Teaching time 90 minutes 

Online teaching 
material  

https://learningapps.org/display?v=ph8513zh319 
https://padlet.com/tompavlovic/nirtqjpni86  
 

Offline teaching 
material 

Laptops (Tablets), paper, posters, markers 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

https://www.europeana.eu 

 

Licenses 

Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA 

Integration into the curriculum 

Our school is a part of the experimental programme of the new curricular reform. The flexible curriculum 

in this new experimental programme encourages us to start interdisciplinary activities or projects in our 

school. Students often participate in project-based lessons. 

The school is also the Erasmus+ ambassador school. Students and teachers participate in Erasmus+ 

programmes. 

Aim of the lesson 

Students do research on most important inventions and discoveries by using Europeana website as a 

resource, they make a presentation about the invention they choose, they present it in front of their class. 

Students need to elaborate on how the inventions they have chosen contributed to humanity in general.  

https://learningapps.org/display?v=ph8513zh319
https://padlet.com/tompavlovic/nirtqjpni86
https://www.europeana.eu/
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Trends 

Project-based Learning, Collaborative Learning, Student Centered Learning 

21st century skills 

Critical Thinking (why is the invention I chose important for humanity?),  

Communication, Collaboration (they need to collaborate in groups to finish the project) 

Creativity (there are many ways to implement the project results in different subjects) 

Activities 

 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Project 
planning 

Prior to the lesson, students are told to think about an invention they see 
as the greatest achievement of mankind. 

1’ 

Project 
implementation 

In teams, students debate about the most important inventions in human 
history. They answer the questions using this Padlet 

1. What is the greatest invention ever? 
2. Do you think new inventions always make people rich? 
3. What is the world’s most dangerous invention? 
4. What is the world’s most useless invention? 
5. Who is the world’s greatest ever inventor? 

They need to write down their answers in Padlet. 

15’ 

 As their next activity, students need to match the right pairs (inventors 
and their inventions) 

5’ 

 While still in teams, pupils choose one of the following inventors: 
Alexander Fleming  
Slavoljub Penkala 
Marie Curie 
Mária Telkes 
Louis Braille 
Nikola Tesla 
Enrico Fermi 
Teams use the Europeana Collections website to find photos and 
necessary information they intend to use in their presentations.  
 
Each team must find the following information: 

1. Personal information about the inventor 
2. Their greatest inventions 
3. Short description of why their contribution is important for 

humanity 
They make presentations they later present to each other. 

45’ 

Presentation Students present in groups. Their peers assess their presentation using the 
presentation assessment rubric. Each team has 3-4 minutes for their 

20’ 

https://padlet.com/tompavlovic/nirtqjpni86
https://padlet.com/tompavlovic/nirtqjpni86
https://learningapps.org/display?v=ph8513zh319
https://www.europeana.eu/
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presentation. Students from other groups can ask questions and reflect on 
their work using the group self-evaluation sheet. 

 

Assessment 

See Annex 1. 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

Student feedback 

After the project implementation, students do self-assessment. Each student gets a self-assessment card 

through which they reflect about the implemented project.  

For this, use: Annex 2. Self-assessment card. 

Teacher’s remarks 

It is good to have enough examples of inventions you want to introduce during the lesson, because some 

students might not be prepared for the lesson well enough to follow. Some students  need more time to 

express themselves  – especially  if you work in a mixed-ability classroom.  

If this is your first project activity with a class, don’t expect all the presentations to be equally good, there 

is always room for improvement. Most pupils will only need help with the IT tools or Europeana resources 

the first time they use them. 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand 

the Europeana Education Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home
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Annex 1. Assessment 

PRESENTATION ASSESSMENT RUBRIC  

 1 2 3 

MATERIAL Not concise, pictures 
missing, lacking 

information 

Partially well organized, 
with some information 

still missing 

Pictures, texts and charts 
reflect the team’s ideas 

COLLABORATION Collaboration and the role 
of each team member is 

unclear. 

Some collaboration is 
present. 

The role of each team 
member and their 

collaboration is clear. 

PRESENTATION Not prepared, nor 
organized. Parts still 

unfinished. 

Partially well-organized 
with pieces of information 

still missing. 

Well organized and 
interesting, well 

presented as well.  
 

GROUP SELF EVALUATION SHEET     

We finished our task on time, and we did a good job! YES NO 

We encouraged each other and we cooperated with each other. YES NO 

We used quiet voices in our communications. YES NO 

We each shared our ideas, then listened and valued each other’s ideas. YES NO 

We did best at  

        Next time we could improve at  
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Annex 2. Self-assessment card 

 

SELF-ASSESSMENT CARD 

STUDENT NAME: ________________________________ 

PROJECT NAME: ________________________         DATE: __________________________  

 

Use one sentence to describe your contribution to this project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you intend to improve in your next project?  

 
 
 
 
 

How could your team work more effectively next time? 

 
 
 
 
 

What did you learn in this project? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


