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Title   

What would you choose: speak or be quiet? 

Author(s) 

Vera Isailovic 

Summary 

 

Table of summary  

Subject History, Civic education 

Topic Censorship in history and today 

Age of students 14-15 

Preparation time 150’ 

Teaching time 90’ 

Online teaching 
material  

/ 

Offline teaching 
material 

Paper A3 for posters, markers, glue  
Translated texts from Historiana about censorship in Nazi Germany (1933-45) 
and Tito’s Yugoslavia (1945-1980) 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

https://historiana.eu/#/historical-content/units/silencing-citizens-through-
censorship/the-historical-context-in-the-7-country-cases 

 

Licenses 

 Attribution CC BY 

Integration into the curriculum 

This topic is part of the History national curriculum: Tito’s Yugoslavia (1945-1980). The topic has a current-

day perspective as well: looking through today's societies and citizen activism. 

Aim of the lesson 

Students will understand what censorship is and they will recognize similarities to life today. They will 

understand the difference between a free society and one in which freedom of speech is limited. 

https://historiana.eu/#/historical-content/units/silencing-citizens-through-censorship/the-historical-context-in-the-7-country-cases
https://historiana.eu/#/historical-content/units/silencing-citizens-through-censorship/the-historical-context-in-the-7-country-cases


 
 

2 
 

Trends 

• Problem solving 

• Collaborative work 

21st century skills 

Collaboration: through the tasks, students will be able to solve problems and work together.  

Critical thinking: students will be able to compare societies, find signs of a non-liberal society and create 

a new product (2D poster). 

Creativity: students will create a poster with the rights that are necessary for a free society today. 

Activities 

 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

 First class  

Introduction At the beginning of the class teacher explains the goals of the lesson and the 
activities.                         

5’ 

Group 
formation 

Students are divided in 4 groups that will have the same tasks.                                     5’ 

Reading All groups get two texts from Historiana (about censorship in Nazi Germany 
and Tito’s Yugoslavia) to read and compare. Students should find parts that 
talk about the vulnerable people's rights. They enter their results in the table. 

20’ 

Results of 
research 

Each group presents the results of theirs research. The teacher writes the 
results on the board and compares them. 

10’ 

Tasks for 
the second 
class 

The teacher asks a problem question for a debate: if you were living at that 
time, would you oppose such a position or not? Find examples from today's 
world. Are there any protests today about human rights violations? Prepare 
evidence for the debate (texts, photos, caricatures, etc.) from history and 
today (do research about protests in Serbia and other countries using 
newspapers).  
Each student needs to bring one evidence to class. It will be material for 
making a 2d poster about human rights. 

5’ 

 Second class  

Exhibitions Students’ evidence (texts, photos etc.) on the desks present a small 
exhibition. Students are asked to see other groups’ materials and explain 
what that material means.    

10’ 

Debate Students debate about questions:  What would you choose: speak or be 
quiet? 

15’ 

Poster 
creation 

Students create a 2D poster about human rights.                                                     10’ 
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Choosing 
the best 
poster 

In the end, students vote for the best poster through the site: 
https://www.tricider.com  tool according to the criteria. 

10’ 

 

Assessment 

Students have different tasks in these classes: to compare the procedures of two repressive regimes such 

as Nazi Germany and Socialist Yugoslavia. The results of their research should be entered in the table and 

compared to the results of other groups. Through debate, students have the opportunity to show their 

attitude, to negotiate and to provide evidence for their views. In the end, they evaluate their knowledge 

by making posters and through web tool Tricider. 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

Student feedback 

/ 

Teacher’s remarks 

/ 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand 

the Europeana Education Community. 

https://www.tricider.com/
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

