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Abstract 

Students of English as a Foreign Language (B2+ level on the Common European Framework of Reference 

for Languages [https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/level-

descriptions]) reuse historical still images and interviewees’ testimonials to connect big history to local 

history. 
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Subjects 
English as a Foreign Language 
History 

Topic The 60s 

Age of 
students 

16 

Preparation 
time 

2 hours 

Teaching 
time 

4 classes of 50 minutes each 

Online 
teaching 
material 

- “The Road to the Wall”: https://archive.org/details/gov.archives.arc.2569795 
- The Beatles “She Loves You”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S302kF8MJ-I   
- “Prague Spring 1968”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcC31ZgHQEk 
- “Neil Armstrong – First Moon Landing 1969”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwZb2mqId0A   
- Europeana: https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en  

https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/level-descriptions
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/level-descriptions
https://archive.org/details/gov.archives.arc.2569795
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S302kF8MJ-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcC31ZgHQEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwZb2mqId0A
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
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Europeana 
resources 
used 

- Swinging Sixties; 
- Decorations; 
- Old man with guitar; 
- Annual meeting; 
- City Championship; 
- Camp; 
- International Union of Railways Congress; 
- By train; 
- Snow and skier; 
- Carnival in the street; 
- Roofing; 
- In the chapel. 

 

Licence 

Attribution CC BY. 
This licence lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even commercially, as long 
as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of licenses on offer, 
recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials. 

Integration into the curriculum 

The topic DAILY ACTIVITIES is part of the national curriculum for Foreign Languages – the main theme is: 

ADULT LIFE.  

Aim of the lesson 

After visiting Europeana as a virtual exhibition to reinforce the information about the history of the 60s, 

students write critical accounts related to everyday activities presented in the suggestive photos that 

were found and interview old people about their daily activities during the 60s. 

Outcome of the lesson 

The end-product is a stylish display of images and texts related to the 60s.  

Trends 

- project-based learning – students solve task-based tasks and work in groups; 

- what-you-can-do assessment; 

- mobile teaching and learning – access to knowledge is granted through smartphones and/or tablets – 

teaching/learning happens anytime, anywhere; 

- peer learning – students learn from peers and give each other feedback; 

- visual search and learning – images and multimedia are at least as powerful as verbal stimuli; 

- BYOD – students and teacher bring and use their own mobile devices to/in the classroom. 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2021649/AtlantisPubliek_detail_aspx_xmldescid_785628.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2021649/AtlantisPubliek_detail_aspx_xmldescid_786951.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916124/S_XLM_photo_XLMPWH02301_8.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916106/vbg_photo_VMO00618E.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916124/S_XLM_photo_XLMPWH02308_1.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916124/S_XLM_photo_XLMPWH02291_3.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/154/S_JVM_photo_JvmKBDB10188.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/154/S_JVM_photo_JvmKBDB14214_11.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/15512/o_23821.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/15512/o_23768.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/91659/sk_photo_SKAFOT0000176.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916124/S_XLM_photo_XLMPWH02157_2.html
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21st century skills 

- communication skills, as well as tolerance and openness to others’ ideas; 

- critical and creative thinking skills; 

- information literacy and media literacy; 

- collaboration skills, as well as student empowerment. 

Activities 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

INITIATION 

Students listen to the song “She Loves You” (played on teacher’s 
smartphone and broadcast on teacher’s wireless mini portable Bluetooth 
speaker) while using their smartphones to visit Europeana as a virtual 
museum of historical still images about the most important events of the 
60s in Europe and also the life of common, ordinary Europeans in this 
decade. They may use YouTube video clips to strengthen the learning/re-
learning of defining events of the 60s. 

25’ 

DISCUSSION 
Students talk as a class about daily activities as adults in the past and 
nowadays. 

25’ 

PRESENTATION 
Students observe demonstration of creation of an account of a historical 
still image as a model for their subsequent work. 

15’ 

NEGOTIATION Students decide in groups on historical still images to describe. 5’ 

PRODUCTION 
Students write critical accounts of the historical still images chosen, 
referring to big history as it is presented by history books. 

30’ 

REFLECTION 
Students examine, evaluate and may revise finished products – self- and 
peer-assessment, followed by teacher assessment. 

50’ 

HOMEWORK 
In their groups, students plan and carry out interviews with old people 
(grandparents, acquaintances etc.) about the 60s from their point of view, 
making use of their memories connected to the local history. 

 

PRESENTATION 
Students present their conclusions in the form of a learning path for peers 
to follow. 

50’ 

Assessment 

Creations by successful students show that the authors have acquired competencies about collecting 

and evaluating historical still images available on Europeana and actual accounts stemming from 

interviews with old people. 
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******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

Student feedback 

Students will record in their journal their insight into the lesson as homework after the first 3 classes. 

Teacher reviews the entries and can plan future lessons accordingly. 

Teacher’s remarks 

I am proud of my students’ work, and I would especially like to share the realisation of the fact that they 

all managed to properly evaluate the validity and credibility of information found, as I have been 

focusing our attention on this area for quite some time now and the results have started to finally come 

in.       

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 

million digitised items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana 

DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). 

It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, 

visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a 

not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key 

stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European 

Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education 

Community. 

 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

