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Abstract 

This learning scenario deals with children imagination abilities, as well as enriching their English vocabulary and grammar skills. 

The children are presented with a variety of images/videos from the Europeana platform. Their task is to imagine they are a 

famous explorer from the past who travelled to different places from the photos, and they have to describe the photos/videos in 

a form of short compositions/photo captions. The children then present their work in front of the class, or alternatively – create 

a school exhibition, presenting photos from the Europeana with image captions they created. 

The learning scenario can be used with various age groups, depending on the curriculum needs. Since it addresses the 

reinforcement of past tenses, it is versatile and easily adaptable. 
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Subject English language and literature 
History 
Geography 
 

Topic Past Tenses – describing a past event 
 

Age of students 10-12 

Preparation 
time 

2h 

Teaching time 45min 

Online teaching 
material  

resource 
 

Offline 
teaching 
material 

Computers, tablets, paper, poster paper, glue, scissors 
 

Europeana 
resources used 

Resource 1, Resource 2, Resource 3, Resource 4, Resource 5, Resource 6, 

Resource 7, Resource 8, Resource 9 

 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2058618/object_KUAS_7752947.html?q=holiday#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/a8m6vr85.html?q=holiday#dcId=1582444031782&p=3
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916109/smm_sm_photo_Fo194722DIA.html?q=holiday#dcId=1582444031782&p=5
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2022608/HH_HHB_08597.html?q=ski#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2048213/item_O1122030.html?q=swim#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2022608/NTM_NTM_UWP_24076.html?q=walk#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200271/BibliographicResource_3000058903328.html?q=walk#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916107/wws_object_3229.html?q=walk#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/ruw73b2d.html?q=forest#dcId=1582444031782&p=3
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Licenses 

 Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, 

even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most 

accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of 

licensed materials. 

Integration into the curriculum 

The learning scenario addresses the obligatory topic in teaching English language – Learning past tenses and using them for 

storytelling / describing past events. This way, the learning scenario reinforces the regular curriculum and can be used in 

classroom without alterations to the curriculum.  

 

Aim of the lesson 

The students will describe past events and use their skills to imagine being an explorer. At the same time, they will reinforce their 

vocabulary and grammar knowledge, and improve their presentation skills.  

 

Outcome of the lesson 

The lesson’s outcome is the student’s presenation at the end of the lesson. Alternatively, the outcome can be a school exhibition, 

with created posters on the topic. 

Students will: 

- Use past tenses for storytelling 

- Use peer-assessment 

- Compare work with other students 

 

Trends 

Student Centered Learning: students and their needs are at the centre of the learning process. 

Assessment: the focus of assessments is shifting from "what you know" to "what you can do." 

Peer Learning: students learn from peers and give each other feedback. 

Mobile Learning: we get access to knowledge through smartphones and tablets. It is learning anytime, 

anywhere 

Learning materials: shift from textbooks to web resources and open source books. 

21st century skills 

Communication 

Media Literacy and Critical Thinking 

ICT Literacy 
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Activities 

 

Name 
of 

activity 

Procedure Time 

Introdu
ction 

Introduce students to Europeana platform and let them explore it for 5 minutes. 5m 

Look at 
where 
I’ve 
been 

Students are introduced to the following images and videos: 
Resource 1,  Resource 2,  Resource 3,  Resource 4, Resource 5, 

Resource 6, Resource 7, Resource 8, Resource 9 

 
Students look at the images/videos and shortly say what they see, i.e. they 
comment on each entry individually. 

10m 

In My 
Shoes 

Teacher explains to the students that they are looking at images/videos an 
explorer has in his computer. Their task is to imagine being the explorer (being in 
his shoes) and they have to tell the stories to their grandchildren. 
Students are instructed to properly use past tenses to describe past events. Each 
student has to caption at least 5 images/videos from the list. 
(Images can be printed out, or students can look at them on their 
computers/tablets) 
Students are also instructed they can describe the images in a storytelling mode – 
create a composition which describes multiple images in a form of a story. 

20m 

Tell us! After they finish, students take turns to read / present their 
captions/compositions.   
Other students (those who are listening) have to take notes about each 
presentation and say what they think about each student’s performance (in 
regard to grammar, vocabulary, ideas, creativity, etc.) 

10m 

*Aditio
nal 
task 

If time can allow for it (or a teacher is willing to spend another lesson on the 
topic), the students can also create posters for a school exhibition, which would 
be presented to the whole school, or would be set in a hall for all school visitors 
to see. 
This can also be given to students as a home project, which would save teaching 
time. 

15 – 30 m 

 

Assessment 

Students are assessed via peer-assessment activity at the end of the lesson. 

 

 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2058618/object_KUAS_7752947.html?q=holiday#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/a8m6vr85.html?q=holiday#dcId=1582444031782&p=3
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916109/smm_sm_photo_Fo194722DIA.html?q=holiday#dcId=1582444031782&p=5
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2022608/HH_HHB_08597.html?q=ski#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2048213/item_O1122030.html?q=swim#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2022608/NTM_NTM_UWP_24076.html?q=walk#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200271/BibliographicResource_3000058903328.html?q=walk#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916107/wws_object_3229.html?q=walk#dcId=1582444031782&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/ruw73b2d.html?q=forest#dcId=1582444031782&p=3
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Student feedback 

Students provide feedback via peer-assessment activity, as well as discussion at the end of the lesson. 

 

Teacher’s remarks 

The students were very engaged and loved doing a grammar lesson in a different way than usual. They were creative and really 

performed well. This learning scenario will be adapted for other tenses as well, as well as other language structures which are 

usually not too interesting for students.  

 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and 

expand the Europeana Education Community. 

  

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home


 
 

5 
 

Annex 

 


