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Abstract 

This learning scenario was prepared for students between 15 and 16 years old. This learning scenario 

creates an opportunity for these students to understand the dreadful effects of the plague by watching 

videos, searching and depicting the paintings about the illness. They will also have to work together, 

communicate and write a story from the eyes of the plague victims. These activities have been prepared 

to enhance their communication, speaking and writing skills.  
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Subject History and English  
 

Topic The Black Death 
 

Age of students 16-17 

Preparation time 30’ for teacher, 15’ for students to do some research 

Teaching time 4 lessons of 45 minutes each 
 

Online teaching 
material  

Video 1, Video 2, Video 3 
Mentimeter 
Wordwall 
Google forms 

Offline teaching 
material 

Interactive board, pencils, marker, paper 

Europeana resources 
used 

Image 1 
Image 2 
Image 3 
Image 4 
Image 5 
Image 6 

 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/xtV3
https://safeyoutube.net/w/FtV3
https://safeyoutube.net/w/huV3
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/6da7388b944f09b03601f8b170d71bc8/1f2b94d54898
https://wordwall.net/tr/resource/703284/black-death
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1OxuS2vLww1Hj-woXIig5onjmpXRnYvf7k2sL_5g50d4/prefill
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/vsr5duqq?q=plague
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/fguuw6k7?q=plague
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/syr8g3y7?q=plague
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/dzvjxphm.html?q=plague
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/bh788ejg?q=plague
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/mkvne6vn?q=plague


 
 

2 
 

Licenses 

Attribution CC BY. 

Integration into the curriculum 

This scenario was created for our language class in which students are studying for university exams and 

wish to study English at university. But as most of their efforts are on grammar and solving tests, they do 

not have much time to develop their listening, writing and speaking skills. So teachers who aim to 

develop their students’ speaking, reading, listening and writing skills can use this scenario any time 

during the year.  

It also aims to develop students’ research skills and report-writing on a chosen topic. Furthermore, they 

will use some Web 2 tools such as Mentimeter and Wordwall. 

 

Aim of the lesson 

To develop: 

 4 language skills, 

 Vocabulary knowledge on a chosen topic, 

 Making research and preparing a report on a chosen topic, 

 Teamwork, 

 Usage of web 2.0 tools such as Mentimeter and Wordwall. 

 

Outcome of the lesson 

 Stories written by the students. 

 Wordwall game by teacher. 

 Quiz on Google form by teacher. 

Trends 

 Project-based learning 

 Collaborative learning 

 Peer learning 

 Mobile learning 

21st century skills 

 ICT Literacy – mobile phones to make researches and prepare reports. 

 Communication and working as a team. 

 Critical Thinking – The students will think over what kind of pandemics that may occur in the 

future. 
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Activities 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

                                                          First Lesson  

Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
Introducing 
Plague 
Europeana  
 
Europeana 
Research         

Teacher creates teams  
Image 1 is shown to the students and they are asked to describe what they 
see in the painting and also to write the names of the illnesses they know by 
answering the question on menti.com  
With Image 2 , they are asked to describe the picture and why the doctor  is 
wearing this strange mask.              
Teacher explains what the plague is and why it is called black death.After 
then students watch this video  
 
Teacher explains to the students what Europeana is and shows them how to 
find information about the Black Death. 
Students do research on Europeana in groups and try to understand how the 
plague was dreadful and how it was depicted in paintings.  

 
10’ 
 
 
 
 
15’ 
 
 
5’ 
 
10’ 
 
 

 Second Lesson  

Introducing 
Vocabulary 
 
Group 
Works 
 
 
Homework 

Teacher writes the vocabulary on the board which are related to the topic 
and asks students to use them in sentences.  
Students are asked to describe the paintings that they have found by using 
the given words.  
The groups present their reports. 
 
Students are asked to watch the video and take note the sentences including 
target vocabulary.  

10’ 
 
 
15’ 
 
15’ 
 
 

 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

                                                          3rd Lesson  

Revising 
Vocabulary 
 
Watching 
Video 
 
Watching 
Video and 
Exam 
Evaluation 

Given words are revised by using this word wall.  
 
 
This video is watched.  
 
 
Students are asked to open the exam on google forms , read and answer the 
questions while they are watching the video again. 
Results of the exams are collected and wrong answers are corrected by the 
whole class. 

5’ 
 
 
10’ 
 
 
15’ 
 
10’ 
 

https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/vsr5duqq?q=plague
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/fguuw6k7?q=plague
https://safeyoutube.net/w/w4V3
https://wordwall.net/tr/resource/719601/black-death
https://safeyoutube.net/w/i9W3
https://wordwall.net/tr/resource/719601/black-death
https://safeyoutube.net/w/Q9W3
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

 

                                                               4th Lesson  

Working as 
a team 
 
 
Presentation 
of the 
reports 

Teacher asks students to work in  groups and write a short story from the 
perspective of people who lived during plague by  thinking over what they 
may have experienced and felt. 
 
Students present their reports. 

30’ 
 
 
 
 
10’ 
 

Assessment 

Quiz 1       Quiz 2       Vocabulary Exam 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

Student feedback 

Students were generally happy with the activity. They said that the chosen topic was interesting, they 

learned many things about the plague and the mistakes humans made. They were also happy with 

learning new words which are commonly used. They added that they were ready for similar activities 

and they would prefer having this kind of activities rather than grammar tests.  

Teacher’s remarks 

This was my first scenario, I tried to help students research the topic and share their ideas by using the 

target words. I had problems in trying to make them speak as they don’t have many activities to let 

them work in groups and share their ideas in English. I discovered that some of my students are gifted in 

working as a team and writing stories. Their stories are very creative and show that they have 

understood the atmosphere during the plague epidemic. Finally, the results of exam were satisfying. 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 

million digitised items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana 

DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). 

It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, 

visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a 

not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key 

stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European 

Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education 

Community. 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_black_death_questions.php
https://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/quizshow.php?title=black-death_2&q=1
https://wordwall.net/tr/resource/703284/black-death
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home
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Annex 

STORY 1 - I was in a closed room when I opened my eyes. I still didn't understand what happened. I 

went to the door with tense and cowardly steps. I was shocked by the landscape I saw when I opened 

the door. There were many crying and sick people.Bustle and more. the disease that spread through the 

city had increased enough to wipe out almost the entire human race. When I started walking around 

slowly, I saw a lonely boy sitting in the corner. I wanted to go to him, but the crowd was getting in the 

way. When I got to the corner, I saw the boy wasn't there. I was looking around thoroughly. I thought 

they saw boy and I wanted to ask the people where the boy was. When I asked, anyone pretended no 

one had seen me and didn't care.Suddenly I felt a ringing in my ears,it was horrible rather than 

disturbing. it was like someone was whispering. I had no choice but to retreat to a corner and sit down. 

As soon as I looked up , I saw that kid in front of me. He had a piece of paper in his hand and he gave it 

to me. When I opened with curiosity, I saw the full cure for the disease. I didn't know what to do and I 

stood up . shouting, " There is a definite cure for the disease."I said. again nobody heard me. When I go 

to a group of people and tell them, they don't care again. The boy came and asked me to read the back 

of the paper. When I read it, I was shocked again.’’ Welcome to the land of Souls.’’ 

STORY 2 - In people’s larder and basement everywhere is full of rodents and it bringing dead. plague 

wiping out people one by one. We calling it black death and it can infecting everyone who vulnerable. 

We can’t find a place to bury deceased people anymore so we are burning them and their clothes and 

goods. People are so hopeless and they are crying to papa for aid. They are praying to Jesus and Virgin 

Mary. They are thinking that religion and worshiping can save them. Plague is booming through the 

world. People thinking God punishing them for their sins. The end is near.  

***  
The children are dying. I can’t stand it anymore. Poor kids can’t play outside anymore. I can’t hear any 
kid laugh, I can’t see any happy faces. Even Mary’s son crying all day long because he lost his everything. 
I can’t telling him but he is sick too. I’m trying to make him happy but it is nonsense. I’m telling him “You 
will be an angel soon, just wait ok?”  
***  
I woke up for a new day but poor little child... He is in Mary’s arms with dead eyes. I can feel the 
infection in my blood. I will die too like any others.  
I blaming sinners for everything but those kids, they are angels, they don’t have any sins. Then why?  
I hope God makes children angels when they dies because I don’t want to be a liar.  
Amen  
 
Story 3 -  I was walking on the street . Deceasedes were everywhere . Employees were collecting the 
dead bodies to burn them . I turned the corner and entered the church . When I entered all people 
inside the church were screaming and crying . They were praying to God for aid . I couldn’t help them 
but I wanted . The door opened loudly and priest entered with his soldiers. The soldiers were 
surrounding around him to protect him from infected bodies . I walked near to him quickly and 
explained everything . Priest thought slowly and looked at me . He said to me bring some water and 
Bible . I ran to kitchen and brought some water to him . Then I gave to him my own Bible . He started to 
praying for aid from God . When he finished the praying he gave water to infected humans . I thought it 
won’t help us but if I said that loudly they might banish me from Christianity . Therefore I stayed in 
silence and just watched what will be happen in the future . 


