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Abstract 

Calligraphy is a practice that flourished in many civilizations throughout the centuries. It was especially popular in Europe during 

medieval times and before the invention of typography by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th century. During those centuries, 

calligraphers who were highly educated people, usually monks, used to write and draw by hand all the books read fby the people 

of their era. Books at that time used to be precious artifacts supposed to be read by the few and privileged. Books were carefully 

maintained in libraries or in religious sanctuaries and were inherited from generation to generation through centuries. This is the 

way that human knowledge and wisdom managed to survive and be transferred from early antiquity till typography got 

widespread, by copying old books or writing new ones by hand. Humanity must feel fully grateful to all those people who 

dedicated their lives and put their efforts to this extra wearisome but highly creative task of manuscript editing by calligraphy 

writing. 

This Learning Scenario aims to help children with the almost forgotten act of calligraphy and manuscript writing. It’s a challenging 

goal considering that today handwriting becomes a more and more diminishing practice due to the complete dominization of 

technology and digital writing. How can a modern manuscript can be edited or produced? How can one see his/her own 

handwriting on the screen, work out a personal writing style and be able to use this writing to create texts that are highly 

personalized and aesthetically interesting? This scenario tries to give some answers and come up with some methods not by 

abolishing technology but by using it to make manuscript writing even more fun and popular amongst teens and children. 

Keywords 

Manuscripts, writing, calligraphy, ICT, fonts 

Table of summary 

Table of summary  

Subject ICT, literacy, language, history, art 
 

Topics Word processing and digital writing 
 

Age of students 12-13 

Preparation time 5 hours 

Teaching time 5x45 mins 

Online teaching 
material  

Calligraphr, a web tool for creating new fonts based on handwriting:  
Web sites depicting precious manuscripts like:  
Web sites about medieval manuscripts:  
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/medieval-world/medieval-europe/a/medieval-
manuscripts, https://www.getty.edu/art/manuscripts/ 
Videos about making manuscripts and making illuminated decorations  
A word processor or text editor like MS Word, Libre Office – Writer, etc. 
Google Images 
Google Translate 

https://www.calligraphr.com/
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/medieval-world/medieval-europe/a/medieval-manuscripts
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/medieval-world/medieval-europe/a/medieval-manuscripts
https://www.getty.edu/art/manuscripts/
https://youtu.be/nuNfdHNTv9o
https://youtu.be/IRArbjBmreI
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Wikipedia 

Offline teaching 
material 

Paper, printer preferably a color one 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

The Europeana Manuscript collection and more specifically: 
The calligraphy gallery 
The first printed book 
The illuminated initials 
The past reading habits 

 

Licenses 

Please indicate below which license you attribute your work with by picking one of the options below. The Teaching with 

Europeana blog publishes under Attribution CC BY. If you do not agree with your work being published under this license, please 

contact Bori Pocze at borbala.pocze@eun.org. If you include images in the learning scenario, please make sure to add the source 

and licenses under the pictures themselves. 

 Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, 

even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most 

accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of 

licensed materials. 

 Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work 

even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under 

the identical terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia and is recommended for materials that 

would benefit from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects. 

Integration into the curriculum 

In the first chapter of the history book of the 6yj grade, the invention of typography and its implications for the spread  of the new 

ideas  is mentioned at the first paragraph. 

Detail in a few sentences how the topic of the learning scenario will fit into your national curriculum. 

Word processing, formatting and use of fonts are an essential and significant part of the curriculum of the use of ICT for the whole 

spectrum of ages in the primary and lower secondary schools. The use of fonts and the creation and installment of new fonts are 

also part of the curriculum for the 6th grade of the primary school.  

Manuscripts and medieval books are great resources for both history and literacy.  Students come across many manuscripts in 

their history books (especially the ancient and the medieval ones) and sometimes they even have to decode or read their 

contents. 

Aim of the lesson 

Describe in 1-2 sentences what you would like to achieve with your students by the end of the lesson. 

- Be able to think and discuss about reading and writing habits in the past and understand why typography revolutionized 

the whole process of publishing new books 

- Be able to appreciate calligraphy, an art used for many centuries that exercised useful skills like patience, meditation 

and aesthetic taste 

- Understand what a font is, how we use fonts for electronic editing and how we can create new fonts and format a 

document using different fonts. 

- Understand the aesthetics of a text or a book that add extra value and accentuate its content. 

- Develop a personal handwriting style and be able to use it in their digitally created documents  

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/manuscripts
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/explore/galleries/calligraphy-across-cultures
https://blog.europeana.eu/2018/10/europes-first-printed-book/
https://blog.europeana.eu/2019/01/lighting-the-way-how-illuminated-initials-guided-medieval-readers-through-books/
https://blog.europeana.eu/2018/06/reading-habits-in-the-past/
mailto:borbala.pocze@eun.org
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Outcome of the lesson 

Describe in 1-2 sentences what kind of outcome the lesson will have. This can be a tangible end-product or any other particular 

outcome. 

The outcome of the lesson are the new fonts based of the handwriting of each student and a small book created collaboratively 

by the whole class that contains small texts written and decorated by the students with their own font and taste. 

Trends 

List the relevant trends that the lesson incorporates: http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/results 

- collaborative learning 

- learning materials: shift from textbooks to web resources and open source books 

- student centered learning 

- personal learning environment  

- visual search & learning images and multimedia 

21st century skills 

Add here how the learning scenario corresponds to 21st century skills. To find out more: http://www.p21.org/our-work/p21-

framework . 

 Learning and Innovation Skills: Creativity , Critical Thinking,  Communication, Collaboration. creativity 

 innovation ( create original ideas for their own purposes, coolaborate and communicate with peers ) 

 Information, media and technology skills (learn to use technology for expressing themselves and the social media to 

communicate with the broader public, not just pathetically consuming content, acquiring social  awareness. 

 Life and Career skills: responsible decision-making (work in a group and divide the roles) 

Activities 

Describe here in detail all the activities during the lesson and the time they require. Remember, that your learning scenario needs 

to use Europeana resources. If you are using any external documents, please scroll to the end of the document and add them to 

the Annex. Add more rows to the table if needed. 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

   

1st Activity 
Manuscripts 
or how the 
books were 
created in 
the past.  

 At first, we make a small introduction to Europeana and its Collections.  

 Then we visit the manuscripts collection. We browse the collection to see the exhibited 
manuscripts and we have a group conversation about the term manuscripts, where, 
when and by whom they were created. We search the term on Wikipedia. Many 
questions arise during our discussion: how long did it take for the manuscripts to be 
written? Was it an easy or difficult task to create a book by handwriting? Did it require 
a lot of effort and patience? We try to make hypothesis on the reading habits of the 
people before typography was invented, when books were so rare and precious. We 
read the relative post on the Europeana blog.  

 We find information on the internet about medieval manuscripts. We use google 
translate to translate the page. We watch a video about making medieval manuscripts 
step – by - step provided by the Getty museum  

2 hours 

http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/results
http://www.p21.org/our-work/p21-framework
http://www.p21.org/our-work/p21-framework
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/manuscripts
https://blog.europeana.eu/2018/06/reading-habits-in-the-past/
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/medieval-world/medieval-europe/a/medieval-manuscripts
https://youtu.be/nuNfdHNTv9o
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

 We also put the keywords «Bυζαντινά χειρόγραφα» or “Byzantine manuscripts” on 
Google images to look at some medieval manuscripts with Greek characters. 

 We talk about the first printed book; the Gutenberg Bible and we see some of its pages 
on the Europeana blog post   

 We make comparisons between the first printed book, old manuscripts and modern 
printed books. Which ones does it resemble the most?  

 The British Library has also a great collection of digitized manuscripts of great quality, 
some of them are really very famous. 

 We try to compare manuscript books with modern books and find similarities and 
differences: more illustrations, more colors, bigger letters, bigger first letters, etc. 
Students make observations and come to their own conclusions. 

   

2nd Activity 
Calligraphy: 
an art 
between 
writing and 
drawing 

 In this activity we start by looking at the the Europeana gallery “Calligraphy across 
cultures”. There we can find a collection of calligraphic handwriting from many different 
civilizations. We observe them and we discuss about the aesthetics of these writings, 
how difficult is to write with calligraphic letters and why today calligraphy is not taught 
or used do much.  Issues like efficiency, enjoyment and personal style come into the 
discussion. We also discuss how feasible is today to write in calligraphic format 
considering how much short in time average people are today. 

 We finally write our names in calligraphic format using a special program called 
TuxPaint.  

 We print our names to use them for decoration. 

1 hour 

   

3rd Activity 
Making our 
own 
handwritten 
calligraphic 
font 

 Now it’s time to create our own calligraphic font. We use the site. It offers some on-line 
tools for handwritten fonts creation. One must choose a language, we chose Greek, 
download an empty template and print it and then fill in the template with all the 
alphabet characters of this language, small and capital, accented, etc. using a thick black 
pen. Then you scan or take a photo of this paper and upload it on Calligraphr. Calligraphr 
requires a name for each font that can be the name of the student that created it. The 
new font can then be built and downloaded on the computer. It is a fairly simple process 
that the students can easily follow.  

 After the students build their own font based on their handwriting, they have to install 
it on their computer by just double-clicking on it (windows 7 or later) Once the font is 
installed is ready to be used by any of the common text editors like MS word or Libre 
Office Writer. 

1 hour 

   

4th Activity 
Creating the 
manuscript 
of our class 

 Now students are ready to write documents using their own handwriting. They open 
their editor and they choose from the menu their font which they use to write their text. 
In our class we chose to write a collection of Aesop’s myths. Each student chose a myth, 
wrote it on the computer, formatted it using the word editor and then decorated the 
writing using drawings from the Internet.   

 We paid special attention to the role of the initial letters in old manuscripts. We visited 
the post of the Europeana blog talking about how Illuminated Initials Guided Medieval 
Readers through Books. We searched the internet with the term “illuminated initials” 
to find initials for our manuscript and we copied them inside our documents in the 
beginning of the text. We watch a video about how illuminated initials were made. 

 
The result book,  resembles to a modern manuscript and can be found here:  
 

1 hour 

 

https://blog.europeana.eu/2018/10/europes-first-printed-book/
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/explore/galleries/calligraphy-across-cultures
https://www.calligraphr.com/
https://blog.europeana.eu/2019/01/lighting-the-way-how-illuminated-initials-guided-medieval-readers-through-books/
https://blog.europeana.eu/2019/01/lighting-the-way-how-illuminated-initials-guided-medieval-readers-through-books/
https://youtu.be/IRArbjBmreI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XMifyfltBn_yExda8wdYsbzUMheA72TO/view?usp=sharing
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Assessment 

Describe here the assessment method of the lesson, if any. For example, if you plan on assessing your students with a quiz, include 

here questions and answer options with color-coding the correct answers. 

 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

Khan academy presents a free unit about medieval and Renaissance manuscripts, and how these exquisite 

handmade objects were created and used. On the same site there are two practice quizzes for the student to 

evaluate their knowledge.  

We also created in classroom a Kahoot quiz about manuscripts, typography and old-reading habits. The quiz can be 

found here. Through this quiz the teacher can assess the cognitive part of the activities mentioned. 

The students got a printed copy of the manuscript that they created and made some comments about it: how is it 

different from the books that they usually ready or the documents that they have written so far on their computers.  

They discuss in pairs if the digitally handwritten text complies with their personal taste and under what 

circumstances will be suitable or necessary to use it in their everyday life.  

Student feedback 

The students were excited to see their own handwriting appearing in the list of fonts of their word processor. Giving 

each font the pupil’s name, was an extra reason to feel proud and confident. They payed a lot of attention while 

writing the alphabet on the paper, not to make any mistakes and write beautiful and uniform letters. By creating 

their personal font, they realized various font attributes like size and weight and their importance to the appearance 

of the letters. They got to understand the aesthetic value of writing besides its practical value and they were happy 

to develop a personalized style of writing that can easily reuse and publish from now on in all their documents with 

the help of technology. It was a fun and enjoyable activity. 

Teacher’s remarks 

The activities described in this learning scenario added a sense of originality to the learning process. Students came across 

artefacts, issues and notions that were quite awkward and unfamiliar. They discovered new ways of decoding old books by 

observing them and identifying letters, images and patterns. By sawing their handwriting on the screen as an option for writing 

digital text, they felt proud and confident and developed a personal taste for writing that they hadn’t imagined before. They 

learned a lot of things about manuscripts, their aesthetics and the important role they played in history. They also acquired a lot 

on technical issues like fonds, word processing and electronic editing. 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand 

the Europeana Education Community. 

  

https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/getty-museum/getty-manuscripts
https://create.kahoot.it/share/manuscripts/282eb054-66c8-4548-a7b4-b51dc1d027db
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home
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Annex 

 


