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Title  

Shakespeare with Europeana 

Author 

Kristina Jelošek 

Abstract 

This learning scenario develops students’ language skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) in 

English as a foreign language. They learn about life and work of William Shakespeare as a part of cultural 

heritage of the UK, develop their ICT skills, critical thinking and learn about Europeana collections and 

the concept of copyrights. 

Keywords 
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Table of summary 

Table of summary  

Subject English language, ICT 

Topic William Shakespeare, his life and his famous play “Romeo and Juliet” 

Age of 
students 

15 

Preparatio
n time 

30 minutes (for preparing the printed materials) 

Teaching 
time 

115 minutes 

Online 
teaching 
material  

• Wikipedia 

• Kahoot 

• Romeo and Juliet summary 

• Romeo and Juliet Balcony Scene 

• Postermywall 
 

Offline 
teaching 
material 

Story about Romeo and Juliet on a worksheet 

Europeana 
resources 
used 

• Image 1  

• Image 2 

• Image 3  

• Image 4 

• Image 5 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://kahoot.com/
https://youtu.be/dRrvQ1vZxcg
https://youtu.be/fgP7xEl1nwg
https://www.postermywall.com/
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/hr/record/2022102/urn_axmedis_00000_obj_889da008_1b22_40cd_9cca_1668193ab701.html?q=William+Shakespeare
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/hr/record/2022102/urn_axmedis_00000_obj_4e92c643_a7e6_4152_a778_75b400aa9de3.html?q=William+Shakespeare
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/hr/record/2022102/urn_axmedis_00000_obj_6799aa86_57ad_40f9_aed3_f8aaec27aa8b.html?q=William+Shakespeare
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/hr/record/2022102/urn_axmedis_00000_obj_eabca859_247e_4ff9_b1ed_9f82cc5c7053.html?q=William+Shakespeare
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/hr/record/2022102/urn_axmedis_00000_obj_5900a274_8208_46f8_82dc_195e5d3bfd4d.html?q=William+Shakespeare
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Table of summary  

Other items are up to students’ individual choices  

 

Licenses 

Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even 

for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical 

terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that would benefit from 

incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects. 

 

This lesson can be integrated in the unit culture and civilization of English-speaking countries, 

intercultural domain of the Croatian national curriculum for English for the eighth grade. It is connected 

to the specific outcome of the curriculum in which it is said that the student should critically connect 

information from literary texts from English speaking countries, find information about the culture of an 

English-speaking country. In this scenario we also develop another important outcome of the curriculum 

which is language competence in reading, writing, listening and speaking. Every language skill  will be 

addressed at some point. Another part of the curriculum is the development of ICT skills. Students will 

look for information on the Internet, select relevant information, make digital posters and play Kahoot. 

  

Aim of the lesson 

Students will be able to present the most important facts about William Shakespeare and one of his 

famous plays “ Romeo and Juliet “. They will use Europeana collections to search for information related 

to this topic and create posters, understand the importance of collaborative work, they will develop 

English language skills ( reading, writing, speaking, listening ), develop their ICT skills, understand and 

apply the basic principles of copyright. In the end they will do a quiz about the most relevant 

information about the topic. 

 

Outcome of the lesson 

Students will create a digital poster with some important information about William Shakespeare and 

his play Romeo and Juliet. 

Trends 

Collaborative learning: a strong focus on group work 

Mobile learning: Get access to information and knowledge through smartphones and tablets 

Peer learning: students learn from peers and give each other feedback 

Learning materials: shift from textbooks to web resources and open source books 

Integration into the curriculum 
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21st century skills 

Collaboration 

Communication 

ICT skills 

Activities 

 

Name of activity Procedure Time 

Introduction  Teacher and students do brainstorming activity on William 
Shakespeare, information students already know about his life and 
work. Students write their ideas on a Padlet. 

10’ 

Teams creation Teacher creates teams of 3 to 4 students, who will work together 
and look for relevant information together. Teacher explains that 
the outcome of the lesson will be a digital poster and presentation 
of the posters. 

10’ 
 

Research  
(collaborative 
work,critical 
thinking) 

The teacher presents the Europeana portal (explains how to search 
for information and gives some basic information about copyright). 
Students do research on the Europeana portal and Wikipedia. Their 
task is to collect information about life of William Shakespeare on 
Wikipedia and then find examples of his plays on Europeana and 
make a list of his plays.  

20’ 

Introducing the 
play “Romeo 
and Juliet” 

In this part class focuses on the play “Romeo and Juliet”. Students 
watch a short summary of the play and then the balcony scene from 
the movie. They will have simplified story on their worksheets 
(Annex 1) and they should put the paragraphs of the story in the 
correct order. 

15’ 

Digital poster 
development 
 

Teacher gives students some pictures from Europeana collection 
which represent scenes from the play Romeo and Juliet. Students 
should describe the scenes, put them into the context and 
timeframe of the play and incorporate it into their digital poster on 
William Shakespeare. 

30’ 

Poster 
presentation 
 

Each team presents their poster to the whole class. During the 
presentation the peers will evaluate the other teams’ work by using 
a rubric (Annex 2). The teacher will present the results of the 
evaluation of all groups. 

30’ 

 

Assessment 

Assessment rubric (Annex 1)-students do peer assessment. 
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******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

Student feedback 

For student feedback , I would ask students to answer a few questions about how they contributed to 

the group work, if they had difficulties in any segment of the lesson, what was the most interesting part 

of the lesson and why. 

Teacher’s remarks 

/ 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and 

expand the Europeana Education Community. 

  

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home
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Annex 

Annex 1. Worksheet 

          Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

               Juliet's Nurse informs her 
about Tybault's death and 
Romeo's banishment. She sends 
the Nurse with her ring to Romeo 
with a message to meet her. 
Juliet's mother arranges her 
marriage with a man called Paris. 
Juliet refuses to marry him, but is 
forced by her family. She asks 
Friar Lawrence for help and he 
gives her a strong sleeping 
potion. She drinks the potion and 
falls asleep. In the morning 
everybody thinks she's dead. 

          Romeo asks Friar Lawrence 
to marry them. He agrees, hoping 
that it will end the feud between 
their families. The following 
morning, they meet with Friar 
Lawrence and set off to be 
married. Mercutio and Tybalt 
fight in the streets. Romeo tries 
to intervene, but Mercutio is 
killed. Romeo then kills Tybalt. 

           Juliet wakes from her sleep. 
She sees dead Romeo and Paris. 
She stabs herself with a dagger, 
dying alongside Romeo. Lady 
Capulet finds Juliet, Romeo and 
Paris dead. She sits and embraces 
Romeo and Juliet together. 

               Mercutio and Romeo are 
friends. Romeo tells Mercutio he 
is in love with a girl Rosaline. 
They find an invitation to a ball 
organized by the Capulets, 
enemies of Romeo's family. They 
decide to go to the ball. Upon 
arrival at the ball, Romeo and 
Juliet immediately fall in love. 
Tybalt wants to kill Romeo for 
crashing the ball. Romeo and 
Juliet secretly meet at her 
balcony. They decide to get 
married quickly. 
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      Romeo learns that Juliet is 
dead and buys a deadly poison. 
Paris sneaks into the Capulet's 
monument to see Juliet's dead 
body. Romeo finds Paris next to 
Juliet's body. They fight and Paris 
is killed. Romeo drinks poison so 
that he may die with his beloved 
Juliet. 

          Cast of Characters 
Juliet 
Paris 
Nurse 
Tybalt 
Romeo 
Mercutio 
Friar Lawrence 
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  Annex 2. Assessment rubric             

 EXCELLENT 

( 3 POINTS ) 

GOOD 

( 2 POINTS ) 

NOT VERY GOOD 

( 1 POINT ) 

CONTENT Information was stated 

clearly. Information was 

relevant to the topic. 

Information presented 

was accurate. 

Information was mostly 

stated clearly. Some 

information was 

irrelevant, although 

accurate. 

Information wasn't 

clear, it was not 

relevant and not 

accurate. 

ORGANIZATION Ideas were presented in 

a logical order. 

The transition between 

ideas was smooth. All 

required information 

was included in the 

presentation. 

Ideas were mostly 

presented in a logical 

order. The transition 

between ideas was 

sometimes sudden and 

unrelated. Some required 

information was missing 

from the presentation. 

Ideas were presented 

without much logical 

order. The transition 

between ideas was 

sudden and the 

presentation lacked 

most of the required 

information. 

SPEAKING 

SKILLS 

The presenter spoke 

loud enough. The 

presenter made eye 

contact with the 

audience. The presenter 

answered all the 

questions the audience 

asked. 

The presenter sometimes 

didn't speak loud enough 

and sometimes he turned 

his back to the audience. 

He answered most of the 

audience's questions. 

The presenter didn't 

speak loud enough and 

mostly didn't make eye 

contact. The presenter 

couldn't answer 

audience's questions. 

DIGITAL 

POSTER 

Poster was well 

organized, had all the 

important information 

and was visually 

attractive. 

Poster was well 

organized, some 

information was lacking 

and it was visually good 

looking. 

Poster wasn't well 

organized, there 

wasn't enough 

information and it was 

visually not attractive. 


