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Subject English Language 
History 

Topic The Elizabethan Era 

Age of 
students 

15-18 

Preparation 
time 

2 hours 

Teaching time 45 minutes 

Online 
teaching 
material  

• www.europeana.eu  

• www.mentimeter.com  

Offline 
teaching 
material 

Paper, printer, computer, projector 

Europeana 
resources 
used 

• John Dee demonstrating an experiment before Queen Elizabeth I 

• Queen Elizabeth I making her way to the Royal Barge 

• Queen Elizabeth I of England 

• https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/zhkgaufd 

• https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/xmktps8 
 
 

 

http://www.europeana.eu/
http://www.mentimeter.com/
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/a5f2zzyp.html?q=elizabeth+I#dcId=1580975124589&p=2
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/z62jwm6z.html?q=elizabeth+I#dcId=1580975124589&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/9200579/sut84ust.html?q=elizabeth+I#dcId=1580975124589&p=6
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/9200579/zhkgaufd
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Licenses 

Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, 

even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most 

accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of 

licensed materials. 

Integration into the curriculum 

Queen Elizabeth I was such a famous person in the history that she must be mentioned in the curriculum 

of English language, which I regularly do during my English lessons. 

Aim of the lesson 

The students will make up a story based on a given picture and 5 random words. 

Outcome of the lesson 

The students work in groups, talk to each other and discuss ideas on how to create a ‘make believe’ story. 

Trends 

Project-based learning: To do the activity, the students organize their time, appoint a writer of the story 

and a presenter. 

Collaborative learning: Groupwork – students work in groups to achieve common results. 

21st century skills 

Communication, ICT literacy, creativity, problem-solving, teamwork 

Activities 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

 
 
Introduction 

The teacher introduces a new learning platform – Europeana. She shows 
her students how to get to the Europeana Homepage and explains  that all 
the teaching materials for today’s lecture are going to be from these pages. 
 

5 
minutes. 

 
 
Brainstorming/ 
Mind Map 

The teacher writes the name Elizabeth I, Queen of England on the black 
board and asks students to help her draw a mind map. Each student gets 
a post-it where he or she writes a word/words that first come into his/her 
mind when he/she thinks about this famous queen. 
The students then one by one go to the blackboard and place their notes/ 
post-it on it, to draw a mind map.  
The teacher quickly goes through the students’ notes and separates the 
ones that don’t belong to this mind map while at the same time explaining 
the reasons why these words don’t belong there. 
 

5 
minutes 
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Preparation Students are divided in the groups of 3. The teacher explains the tasks to 
the students. 
 
Task 1: One of the students from each group chooses a piece of paper with 
the link to the picture. The students use the link to visit Europeana, take a 
good look at the picture and try to imagine a story behind it.  
 
Task 2: One of the students from each group picks a card with 5 words that 
need to be incorporated in their story. 
 

5 
minutes 

Activity The students open the links to their pictures, take a look at them and 
communicate within the group about how to make up a story that lies 
behind the picture.  
 
They do a lot of describing and talking in order to complete the task. 
 
The group also uses the 5 words, as best as they can. 
 
One of the students from each group writes the story on a piece of paper. 
 

15 
minutes 

Oral 
presentation 

Each group presents their picture to the rest of the class and reports about 
the made-up story behind it. (One student from the group can describe the 
picture, one can read their made-up story, one can ask the class some 
questions…).  
 

15 
minutes 

 

Assessment 

Students will assess each other and decide whose story was the best, which group was the most successful 

in making up the story behind the picture. 

Student feedback 

I will use Mentimeter to get the students’ feedback. The students have to go to www.menti.com, use the 

code that will be provided by the teacher and assess their peers. 

Teacher’s remarks 

This task can also be done without the Internet connection and the computer/ projector– the teacher can 

print out the pictures and share them to the groups or she can also download the pictures and present 

them to the class/groups, which can then write their own stories. 

 

 

http://www.menti.com/
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About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million 

digitised items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 

project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the 

fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, visibility and 

use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, Education, 

Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a 

not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: 

Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task 

in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home


 
 

5 
 

 

 

Annex 

 


