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Abstract 

Mondrian Quilt is an interdisciplinary lesson that combines English and Arts. It is based on the Europeana 

blog post about the painter Piet Mondrian. The lesson starts with an animated video about Mondrian and 

moves on to group work during which students get to know the painter and his life through reading the 

Europeana blog post and Khan Academy text about him, and filling out a factfile. After that, each group 

chooses one of his paintings and analyzes it. Next, each student creates its part for the ‘Mondrian Quilt’, 

which will be a kind of a collage and together with the teacher students create the quilt by combining 

pieces made by each student. At the end of the lesson students play a Wordwall quiz. 
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Table of summary  

Subject English, Art 

Topic Mondrian’s life and art 

Age of students 15-16 

Preparation time 15’ 

Teaching time 65’ 

Online teaching 
material  

Mondrian video 
Khan academy Mondrian 
Mondrian factfile 
Hexagon paper template 
Wordwall game 
Mondrian exit ticket 
 

Offline teaching 
material 

Paper templates for the quilt 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

Europeana blog 
 
Students’ own search of the Europeana platform 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSCmWnIoRpI
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/later-europe-and-americas/modernity-ap/a/mondrian-composition
http://bit.ly/mondrianfactfile
http://bit.ly/hexagonpapertemplate
https://wordwall.net/hr/resource/826259
http://bit.ly/modrianexitticket
https://blog.europeana.eu/2020/01/inspiring-movement-piet-mondrian-painting-and-migration/
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Licenses 

Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even for 

commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms. 

This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that would benefit from 

incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects. 

Integration into the curriculum 

Topic Arts is a part of the national English curriculum for the first graders of general high schools (15-year-

old students). Also, in the Arts curriculum for the first grade of high school students analyze works of art 

and express their critical attitude towards it. 

Aim of the lesson 

Students  

- study the history of the artist’s life and its influence on paintings 

- recognize the dominant theme found in the artist’s work 

- recognize and identify a style of art 

- identify the artist’s use of artistic techniques to convey an idea or message (use of color, techniques, 

lines, shapes) 

- describe how personal experiences influence the development of artist’s artwork  

Outcome of the lesson 

Students create a quilt(collage) made of papers in a double hexagon shape where they recreate 

Mondrian’s paintings and write about his life. All hexagon pieces are joined in a common quilt (collage) 

and put on the display (pinboard). 

Trends 

Collaborative Learning, Student Centered Learning, Visual Search and Learning 

21st century skills 

Communication, Collaboration, Creativity, Critical Thinking 

Activities 
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Name of activity Procedure Time 

Watching a 
video 

Teacher shows students a short, animated video about Mondrian. They 
should guess the topic of the lesson and comment on what they have 
seen. 

5’ 

Reading/Factfile Students are divided into groups. Each group has to read the Europeana 
blog post about Mondrian and Khan Academy text about his life and 
work. After reading groups fill out a factfile with the most important 
facts about his life and work. 

20’ 

Painting analysis Each group searches the Europeana platform and chooses one of 
Mondrian’s paintings. They analyze it (use of colors, techniques, lines, 
shapes; influence of life events on his paintings…) and present their 
analysis to the rest of the class. 

20’ 

Creating quilt 
pieces 

Each student gets a piece of paper in the form of two connected 
hexagons. On one hexagon they should recreate one of Mondrian’s 
paintings and on the other one they should write one or two facts 
about his life. All hexagon pieces are joined into a collaborative quilt 
(collage) on a big pinboard in the classroom. 

15’ 

Wordwall quiz In order to assess how much the students have learned about 
Mondrian teacher prepares a Wordwall quiz in form of a spinning 
wheel.  

5’ 

 

Assessment 

Wordwall quiz https://wordwall.net/hr/resource/826259 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

Student feedback 

Students get an exit ticket to evaluate the lesson. 

http://bit.ly/modrianexitticket 

Teacher’s remarks 

/ 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million 

digitised items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 

project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the 

fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, visibility and 

use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, Education, 

Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

https://wordwall.net/hr/resource/826259
http://bit.ly/modrianexitticket
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
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European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a 

not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: 

Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task 

in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education Community. 

  

http://www.eun.org/home


 
 

5 
 

Annex 

 


