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Abstract

The cross-curricular lesson plan, connecting the subjects of History, Croatian Language and English (EFL)
and focusing on information literacy and ICT skills introduces students to various European and Croatian
digital collections of manuscripts and first printed books (incunabula), emphasizing the role of the printing
press in the process of democratizing knowledge. Using digital tools, the students will use the collected
material to prepare digital timelines presenting the transformation of oral medieval culture to a literate
one. Specifically, students will compare the use of Glagolitic script in Croatia in the period from the 12th
to the 16th century with the use of Latin in the rest of the Europe.
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The invention of printing and the spread of literacy in Europe
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1 hour
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Digital tools for initial discussion, students’ group work and presentations and
collecting feedback:

e https://padlet.com

e https://time.graphics/

e  https.//www.mentimeter.com/

e https://www.google.com/drive/
Online resources:

e TED-Ed The evolution of the book - Julie Dreyfuss:

https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YqYtdPUis4
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e The Atlas of Early Printing: https://atlas.lib.uiowa.edu/

e Digital Vatican Library: https://digi.vatlib.it/?ling=en

e British Library llluminated Manuscripts Online Exhibition:
http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/illmanus

e Croatian National and University Library Glagolitic Script Portal:
https://qlagoljica.hr/

e Croatian National and University Library Digital Portal:
https://digitalna.nsk.hr/pb/

None

e https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/manuscripts
e https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/rise-of-literacy-in-europe
e https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/explore/topics/14-incunable.html|

Licenses

Attribution CC BY.

Integration into the curriculum

The national curriculum of Croatian Language in primary school covers the topic of early literacy in Croatia
and the wide-spread use of Glagolitic alphabet during the medieval times (6" grade). In the same grade,
this topic is also taught as part of History curriculum, which covers the developments during the Middle
Ages in Europe and Croatia. Due to more complex English language structures in the proposed resources,
it is recommended that the LS is conducted in the 8™ grade. ICT curriculum provides for effective,
appropriate, responsible and creative use of information and communication technology. In this LS, these
concepts are translated to the use of copyright, use of curated digital collections and creative use of digital
tools.

Aim of the lesson

By the end of the lesson, the students will become acquainted with the digitalised written cultural heritage
available on various platforms and gain awareness on the importance of national cultural heritage in the
European context.

Outcome of the lesson

Students search, filter and critically assess materials from online resources
Students organise and present search results, using digital tools

Students develop the following EFL skills: skills of searching, analysing, organising and presenting
information in English
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Trends

Visual Search & Learning: images and multimedia are more powerful than verbal stimuli.
Collaborative Learning: a strong focus on group work.
Peer Learning: students learn from peers and give each other feedback.

21 century skills

Information literacy: students search for relevant resource material for the final assignment and learn
how to use the source material appropriately

Media literacy: students learn about different formats in which the information can be presented and
learn the basic of cataloguing digital collections

Social skills, Communication, Collaboration: students develop these skills while working in groups and
presenting the results

Activities
Introduction The students are introduced to the topic by showing the TedEd video “The 12’
and general evolution of the book”.
discussion After the short video, they are asked to discuss the term “Guttenberg

revolution” and write their ideas on a Padlet (www.padlet.com).
During the discussion, keywords are identified related to the topic —
spreading of literacy in Europe.

Preparation Students are divided into three groups. 13’
Each group is given the task to prepare research questions necessary for
creating a timeline.

Each group works on a computer/ laptop using digital worksheet with links
to the Europeana and other resources.
e  https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/manuscripts
e  https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/rise-of-
literacy-in-europe
e  https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/explore/topics/14-
incunable.html
Students are briefly explained that they need follow the rules of copyright
and citing resources while they search the selected portals to find answers
to research questions.

Research Each group has the task to search the available resources and collect 20’
materials for the final assignment. The folders with collected datasets are
shared on GoogleDrive.

Presentation of Each group presents to their colleagues what they have found and 15

group work presents their materials.



http://www.padlet.com/
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The students are asked to carefully listen to others, as they will need the
information for the next assignment.
Peer assessment
Collaboration After presentations and checking of the collections prepared in groups, 20’
and creation students are mixed and new three groups are created.
The students are given the assignment to create timelines using Time
Graphics timeline maker https://time.qgraphics/ which will include
relevant information on the spread of literacy both in Europe and in
Croatia, with important dates, textual information and pictures.
Students are encouraged to also use additional resources if they wish to
add more content to the digital timeline.

Peer The links to completed timelines are shared to all students and using 10’
assessment and Mentimeter they are asked to vote for the best timeline. After presenting
feedback the results, students are asked to give their feedback on the lesson, using

the same tool.

Assessment

The final assignments, i.e. the completed timelines are assessed by the students themselves.

Student feedback

After the assignments are completed, students are asked to answer questions on the Mentimeter
feedback form. They are given prepared statements related to the lesson and one open question. The
feedback is to be used by a teacher to improve further activities.

Teacher’s remarks

The LS requires well-equipped modular computer room or classroom with laptops and good Wi-Fi
connection. The LS works best with small groups of students, e.g. students who attend History Clubs in
schools. The LS is planned for 15 students who work in groups of 5 students.

About the Europeana DSI-4 project

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn
from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three
Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating
access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens,
Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions.

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit
organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools,
teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand
the Europeana Education Community.
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Annex

WORKSHEET

Use the following resources to collect material for creating a digital timeline:

Europeana Collection: Manuscrips: https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/manuscripts

Europeana Exhibition: https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/rise-of-literacy-in-europe

Europeana Topic: Incunable https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/explore/topics/14-incunable.html

The Atlas of Early Printing https://atlas.lib.uiowa.edu/

Digital Vatican Library https://digi.vatlib.it/?ling=en

British Library Illuminated Manuscripts Online Exhibition

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/illmanus/? ga=2.87320926.796990356.1582190435-
960044218.1581582646

Croatian National and University Library Glagolitic Script Portal https://glagoljica.hr/

Croatian National and University Library Digital Portal https://digitalna.nsk.hr/pb/

Group 1
Timeline task: spreading of literacy in Croatia

Use the following resources to collect material for creating digital timeline

EVENT TEXT IMAGE LINK MULTIMEDIA

Group 2

Timeline task: spreading of literacy in Europe until the invention of printing press

EVENT TEXT IMAGE LINK MULTIMEDIA

Group 3

Timeline task: spreading of literacy in Europe after the invention of printing press

EVENT TEXT IMAGE LINK MULTIMEDIA



https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/collections/manuscripts
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/rise-of-literacy-in-europe
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/explore/topics/14-incunable.html
https://atlas.lib.uiowa.edu/
https://digi.vatlib.it/?ling=en
http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/illmanus/?_ga=2.87320926.796990356.1582190435-960044218.1581582646
http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/illmanus/?_ga=2.87320926.796990356.1582190435-960044218.1581582646
https://glagoljica.hr/
https://digitalna.nsk.hr/pb/

