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Abstract 

Let’s go sailing around the world, let’s explore the unknown, let’s discover art and nature. This Learning 
Scenario tells the story of a journey around the world, a shared dream come true of a prince, a gardener 
and a painter. It will empower children’s curiosity and their spontaneous desire to discover new things 
and make their everyday life better through art, nature, and beauty. The aim is to drive them to never 
cease from their personal exploration, even using only their imagination, an indeed extremely powerful 
tool, especially in complicated times (such as these of pandemic emergency). We will go in the middle of 
the Indian Ocean and beyond, we will look for tracks in Archives and Museums, without leaving our home. 
We will send a postcard and then we will return with brand new notions, never seen before plants and, 
most important of all, new ideas. 

Keywords 
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Table of summary 

Table of summary  

Subject History, Geography, Art, Literature 
 

Topic World exploration, scientific travels 
  

Age of participants 10 – 12  

Suitable setting for 
implementation 

Online video conference systems like Google Meet, Microsoft Teams, etc... 

Activity time 1 hour (online) 

Online educational 
material  

Google maps 
Saint Paul Island 
 
Wikipedia 
 
Maximilian I of Mexico 
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SMS Novara (1850).  
SMS Novara 

Offline educational 
material 

A postcard template on paper (i.e., a piece of paper replicating a generic 
postcard), colors, crayons, pens, pastels  

Europeana resources 
used 

 
Fregatte Novara  (The British Library ) 
Fregatte Novara vor Rio (Weltmuseum Wien) 
      
Poa novarae Reichardt  (Natural History Museum, Vienna - Herbarium W) 
Die Insel St. Paul im Indischen Ozean (Österreichische Galerie Belvedere)      
Die Insel St. Paul im Indischen Ozean(Österreichische Galerie Belvedere)      
      
Geographical map  (The British Library) 
Miramare Architecture (The British Library) 
Palm, Miramare (Malmö museer) 
 
Joseph Selleny 
 
Preserved specimens 
 

Licenses 

• Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work 
even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under 
the identical terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that 
would benefit from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects. 

Integration into the curriculum 

The LS can be related to school subjects like language, geography, science, history and art.  
Students will be encouraged to express their creativity, inventing new stories and tales, drawing and 
painting, getting inspired by objects and works of art. They will confront the present with the past and 
learn about different ways of travelling and living. Ecology will also be an interesting topic to develop, 
learning about a two-year trip without any fuel but the wind. It can also be a chance to discuss gender 
social roles in society in the 1860, pointing out the fact that the archduke, the gardener and the painter 
(and the crew on board of the ship as well) are all males. 

Aim of the educational activity 

The aims of this learning scenario are for the participants: 

● to learn about challenging scientific expeditions in the nineteenth century, 
● to investigate life and travel in the old times, when no technology existed to travel, take pictures 

and communicate, 
● to discover reliable sources in Museums and Archives, showing respect and paying attention to 

their content. 
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Outcome of the educational activity 

Write, draw, and decorate a blank postcard with a dream destination, choose the addressee to mail it to, 
a date and a phrase. Exchange ideas and opinions with their peers, teachers, and educators. 

21st century skills 

Creativity: Participants get inspired by art and different cultures, draw, write, tell a story. Every story is 
important. 

Communication and classwork: Participants listen to different stories, build personal opinions and 
thoughts, share them and respect other people’s abilities and points of view. 

Information: Participants appreciate the importance and reliability of sources found in Europeana.  

Activities 

 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Big 
dreams 
of 
faraway 
travels  
 

The museum educator will tell the story, slide after slide, using the PPT 
presentation available in Annex.  
 
The intention of this LS is to discover a precious treasure of original paintings, 
real plants and prints from the circumnavigation of the globe by the Austrian 
frigate Novara. Introducing once in a lifetime adventure occasion, some basic 
information about the frigate: 
SMS Novara 
 
Participants will look at the presentation and the educator will engage their 
active interest asking them questions and personal opinions.  
 
SLIDE 1 - The educator presents the first slide, reads out loud the title and the 
subtitle and asks: “Who do you think have the most adventurous job: a sailor, 
a gardener or a painter?” 
The participants give their answers and their ideas about what the job of a 
painter, a gardener, a sailor is, in their opinion. 
The educator asks them to guess - looking at the old ship in the figure – what 
kind of journey this is, and in which time period it takes place (160 years ago). 
The educator will ask them if they feel more a scientific/naturalistic drive (the 
gardener) or have an artistic temperament (painter) or none of them, or 
maybe both, as there is not a right answer. 
 
SLIDE 2 - The educator will read the second slide and explain the aim of the LS: 
to discover a long time ago sailing adventure with the precious help of hints and 
traces hidden in archive and museums around Europe and send an imaginary 
postcard to a friend, to our family or whoever we want to from our dream 
destination.  

40 
minutes 
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SLIDE 3 - The educator presents the third slide suggesting that a poetic attitude 
is a plus value on a journey, then ask for a volunteer to read the poem by TS 
Eliot with sentiment. If nobody offers, the educator will read It. At this moment, 
this is just for inspiration, as its content will be further processed later. 
 
SLIDE 4 - LET’S RAISE ANCHOR AND SAIL OFF!  INTRODUCING FRIGATE 
NOVARA.  
The educator presents the Novara frigate and asks questions; participants watch 
the slide and give answers.  
“A ship is sailing in the sea: where is it going? Will you have the courage/ desire 
to sail away for two years on a ship like that? Does it have a radio or a telephone 
on board to communicate with people at home? No! Only letters! Do you have 
GPS to check out the right direction? No, you can count only on traditional 
geographical maps, made of paper!” 
Fregatte Novara  (The British Library, Public Domain) 
 
SLIDE 5 - GREEN “TOURISM” ANTE LITTERAM.  
Participants are asked to find the advantages and disadvantages of a journey on 
a sailing ship, also considering its environmental impact. 
“Only wind needed to sail the ship, very ecological. Is it to be considered a more 
valuable trip because no engine was ever used? Only strong winds sailed this big 
ship around the globe for two years! Can you believe it? Which are the 
pros/cons of a journey on a sailing ship?”  
Fregatte Novara vor Rio 
Weltmuseum Wien, CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 
 
 
SLIDE 6 - THREE CHARACTERS 
The educator will read the slide and present the three main characters of the 
story. 
“They were three very different men, an aristocrat, a scientist and an artist, 
bonded by a common dream: the circumnavigation of the World. 
 
The archduke of Austria Maximilian of Habsburg is the noble Mecenate that will 
support the voyage (1857-1859). He was a passionate botanist, an art and 
antique collector and wanted to explore and travel the world. Unfortunately, he 
did not have the chance to take part to the Novara’s expedition because of 
political/family duties at home. His patronage and full support made the voyage 
happen. 
Maximilian I of Mexico 
 
Joseph Selleny is the official painter of the trip. He was invited to join the crew 
to draw on paper and canvas all the beautiful, new and extraordinary things he 
saw, for everybody to see and remember them. 
 
Anton Jelinek is a Bohemian gardener. He took this extraordinary chance to 
travel around the world and help collect the most beautiful plants and flowers.”  
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(The educator points out that travelling was very rare at that time, very 
expensive and sometimes it was even unbearable for non-wealthy people.) 
 
 
SLIDE 7 - The educator describes the next steps: 

- Find hints and traces of the Novara journey in museums and archives. 
- Get inspired by precious findings and hidden treasures. 
- Imagine our dream destination and decorate the postcard. 

 
SLIDE 8 – Let’s see if the gardener profile is what we expected to be: the 
educator reads the slide with questions and the participants answer to them.  
“Imagine a siren calling you, what you can’t resist? If the answer is trees, 
flowering plants, tropical fruits - and also dirt and worms - you may have what 
it takes to be a future gardener.  
In the very important Natural History Museum in Vienna are kept safe the 
amazing findings of a young gardener. This is a true honor and a reminder that 
study, work, passion and a little courage to explore something new can take you 
to the greatest achievements.” 
 
SLIDE 9 - NATURALISTS IN THE FIELD.  
Educator presents a preserved plant, gathered by Anton Jelinek and asks 
participants several questions regarding personal experiences related to this 
subject.  
“During the trip around the world the naturalists collected samples which 
contributed to many scientific discoveries, for example a never seen before 
plant was found on the remote Island of Saint Paul. How often do you go outside 
and take a walk on a lawn, on a field full of flowers, in a mysterious wood? Can 
you distinguish a plant or a flower or a tree from the other? Do you think that 
“gardener” or “botanist” are adventurous jobs?  
The brave gardener Anton Jelinek from Bohemia (at that time part of the big 
and powerful Austrian Empire) decided to take a chance and get on board the 
Novara frigate. He gathered with his own hands many plants and flowers, this 
one for example is still kept safe in Vienna. 
Poa novarae Reichardt 
Natural History Museum, Vienna - Herbarium W, Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 
Unported (CC BY-SA 3.0)  
 
Can you see his name written by and ancient cursive calligraphy? Are there any 
other names of persons or places? Have you ever heard of them?” 
 
Participants are asked to co-create a story with a gardener as the main 
character.   
“Let’s try to invent together an adventurous/scary story with a gardener as the 
hero!” 
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SLIDE 10 –THE PAINTER 
The educator asks: “Looking at the illustration on this slide can you tell who’s 
the next character we will meet? Brushes, watercolor, palette, notebook… it 
must be an artist, a painter! Let’s discover some artworks in the next slides! 
The subject is an island named S. Paul’s Island; do you remember this name? 
Where did we read this name before?” 
 
LOOK CLOSER!  
Participants try to find St Paul’s Island using Google maps.  
“Where is St Paul’s Island? Let’s pin it on the map!” 
Saint Paul Island 
 
 
 SLIDES 11/ 12/ 13/ 14 - JUMP IN TO A PAINTING! 
Participants see different pictures of Saint Paul’s island and answer questions 
related to the content of these pictures. 
“Now we have the chance to look at it through the eyes of an artist. 
Artwork appreciation and analysis, style, technique… and what is the message 
of the artist? Does this artwork inspire you? Look for every tiny detail... Can you 
spot seagulls, penguins, and a ship on the horizon? Is it going to rain, is it dawn 
or sunset? Is the vessel leaving or arriving? How many inspiring stories to be told 
are hidden in this suggestive painting! Try to uncover some!  
You can even smell the seawater and the salty wind!” 
 
The Österreichische Galerie Belvedere in Vienna keeps a collection you may 
want to discover: drawing and paintings directly from the Novara's deck, made 
by the talented official painter Joseph Selleny. 
Joseph Selleny 
Österreichische Galerie Belvedere // The University and National Library of 
Debrecen 
 
Saint Paul’s Island, 1: 
Die Insel St. Paul im Indischen Ozean 
Österreichische Galerie Belvedere, CC BY-SA 4.0 
 
Saint Paul’s Island, 2: 
Die Insel St. Paul im Indischen Ozean 
Österreichische Galerie Belvedere, CC BY-SA 4.0 
 
SLIDE 15 - The educator shows the slide and asks: “Can you spot the circular 
basin harbour of the island, originated by the volcano cater? Isn’t it the perfect 
setting for a pirate story? Can you imagine a hidden treasure story, a curse, a 
legend dedicated to it?” 
Saint Paul’s Island map: 
Geographical map 
The British Library, Public Domain 
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SLIDE 16 - THE WHITE CASTLE ON THE SEA 
 
Now there is a change of scenery: there is a castle on the seashore, the educator 
asks:  
“Can you guess who is the owner of this castle? Let’s enlarge the picture: can 
you imagine what is the view from about every window? From every window 
you can see the sea!  
Can you read the name of the castle? It is “Miramare”, the word “mare” in 
Italian means “sea” and the word “mira” is for look/admire. It is a castle with a 
beautiful view on the sea.” 
Miramare Architecture 
The British Library, Public Domain 
 
SOUVENIRS ARE MAGIC IN EVERYDAY LIFE  
Educator asks participants to share their thoughts on the words of T.S. Eliot 
regarding exploration.  
“Archduke Maximilian did not have the chance to travel on the Novara ship but 
his castle, his garden, and his life are however filled with travel references and 
love for the exotic and unknown. The desire for adventure and nature will be a 
constant presence in his life and his attitude. Travelling and discovering new 
things abroad can change your everyday life and make it better and richer. Do 
you agree with the words of T.S. Eliot: “We shall not cease from exploration / 
And the end of all our exploring / Will be to arrive where we started / And know 
the place for the first time”?” 
 
SLIDE 17 – PALMS AS LIVING SOUVENIRS  
Participants see pictures of Miramare castle and garden and share their 
thoughts on what this garden might say about different countries that its plants 
come from.  
“Miramare castle in Trieste, Maximilian of Habsburg home. From every window 
you can see the sea, the love of Maximilian’s life! The sea represents to him a 
constant reminder that there is a whole world ready to be discovered, just there 
beyond the horizon.” 
 
The garden tells stories of faraway tropical countries with beautiful palms: 
Palm, Miramare 
Malmö museer, Creative Commons – Erkännande 
 
SLIDE 18 - Miramare is a tangible time lasting evidence of the voyage and of the 
dream come true of the archduke and of the gardener: the educator reads the 
slide to present the happy ending! Maximilian of Habsburg hired Anton Jelinek 
as official gardener of his mansion and park in Trieste, Italy. Together they 
designed and planted the most beautiful garden. It is possible to take a walk 
today and feel the love for nature and exotic travel of Maximilian and Anton. 

 
Returning 
home 

 
WE CAN SEE MORE PLANTS AND MORE PAINTINGS! (preparatory for the lab 
activity) 
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brand 
new 
 

Participants learn more about Selleny’s works of art and Jelinek’s botanic 
findings, as they are presented with pictures with relevant content.  
“Learn more about Selleny’s works of art and Jelinek botanic findings. For 
example, travel sketches and drawings by him”  
https://www.europeana.eu/it/search?page=1&query=selleny&reusability=ope
n&view=grid 
Österreichische Galerie Belvedere // The University and National Library of 
Debrecen 
 
All the plants Anton Jelinek picked up on his journey: 
Preserved specimens 
Natural History Museum, Vienna - Herbarium W 
 
 

Lab 
activity: a 
white 
postcard 
from 
your trip 

SLIDES 19 /20/ 21- The educator asks children to share a personal travel 
inspiration, real of fantastic. He/ She hands out a template of a postcard and 
children are asked to fill it in. 
 
“Use the template and draw your, real or fantastic, travel destination. 
 

1. Who do you “wish was with you” on your journey? Address the 
postcard! 

2. Do you want to travel in the present days, in the past or in the future? 
No problem, you can choose every date you want and then draw a 
coherent panorama, a picture of your journey, an object on the 
postcard. 

3. Let loose your creativity and draw on the back of the card your travel 
souvenir.” 
 

20 min 

 

 

Participants’ feedback 

Participants have the possibility to give their feedback during the activity, asking questions and expressing 
their opinion. 

 

Educator’s remarks 

Add here your comments and evaluation AFTER the implementation of this activity. You can always use a 
rubric for self-assessment. 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million 
digitized items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 
project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the 
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fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, visibility and 
use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, Education, 
Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a 
not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: 
Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task 
in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education Community. 

Annex 

https://files.eun.org/SciEduDept/Europeana-LS-wish-you-were-here.pptx 
 
 
 

 


