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Abstract 

This lesson is for primary school students, 7th graders. The main aim of the lesson is to learn the main 

features of opera and recognize them by hearing musical examples of opera. Students will be able to hear 

an opera and list the main features. They will try to make short examples of their own opera and perform 

it in pairs.  

Keywords 
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Table of summary 

Table of summary  

Subject Music 

Topic Opera with musical masterpieces 
Age of 
students 

13-14 

Preparation 
time 

1 hour 

Teaching 
time 

45 minutes (1 lesson)   

Online 
teaching 
material  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZvgmpiQCcI&feature=emb_title 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1d1tBR8uMM 
https://4etich.wixsite.com/4etich5/copy-of-hgk-zagreb 
https://www.lisinski.hr/hr/o-nama/povijest/ 
https://www.lisinski.hr/hr/o-nama/setnja/ 
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/1819/07/08/lisinski/ 
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/category/o-lisinskome/ 
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/category/skladbe-vatroslava-lisinskog/opere/ 
http://klasika.hr/index.php?p=article&id=2684 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KO6ARFwR6Zc&t=801s 
 
Kahoot for the quiz 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZvgmpiQCcI&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1d1tBR8uMM
https://4etich.wixsite.com/4etich5/copy-of-hgk-zagreb
https://www.lisinski.hr/hr/o-nama/povijest/
https://www.lisinski.hr/hr/o-nama/setnja/
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/1819/07/08/lisinski/
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/category/o-lisinskome/
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/category/skladbe-vatroslava-lisinskog/opere/
http://klasika.hr/index.php?p=article&id=2684
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Offline 
teaching 
material 

Students` book 
 

Europeana 
resources 
used 

Europeana Sounds 
Europeana Verdi 
Europeana Théâtre du Gymnase 
Royal Opera Madrid 
The Barber/ Figaro 
 
 

 

Licenses 

Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 

commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of 

licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials. 

Integration into the curriculum 

From Croatian National Curriculum for Primary Schools ( MZOS, 2020)  

Recognize opera as a musical piece. 

Recognize and describe the main features of an opera (libretto, aria, recitative, solo ensembles, choir). 

Aim of the lesson 

Recognize the main features of an opera by hearing musical example, learn about the first Croatian opera.  

Trends 

Lifelong learning 

Student Centered Learning 

Edutainment 

Visual Search & Learning 

21st century skills 

Creativity and Innovation: students work in pairs and write a libretto and music for short opera. 

Collaboration: students and teacher work together and make a new short opera 

Media Literacy: students search for opera tracks, pictures of opera houses on Europeana 

Communication: Students communicate with each other and share their creativity 

Activities 

 

https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/2059201/data_sounds_68
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/blog/w-verdi-long-live-verdi
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/2048001/Athena_Plus_ProvidedCHO_KIK_IRPA__Brussels__Belgium__AP_10283206
https://classic.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2022716/bib_BVPB20160469745.html?q=opera+Madrid#dcId=1618852366415&p=3
https://classic.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/206/item_H55QGYBMFQBOKYFGQF4DTLZPWUT5SIWW.html?q=figaro+#dcId=1630416174410&p=1
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Watching 
opera 
G.Verdi: 
Traviata  

Students watch Verdi´s opera (Traviata: Libiamo nei leit calici) 
 
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/2059201/data_sounds_68 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZvgmpiQCcI&feature=emb_title 
 
Task for students while watching (pair work): Who are the performers? How do they sing? Where 
are they? Do they act? Do they speak? What do they wear? 

  
 
5`  

Discussion 
about the 
video  

Students give answers to previous questions. 
Teacher writes answers on the blackboard. 
 
Orchestra 
Singers 
Bel canto (differ from singing in popular music) 
Theatre (Opera House) 
Acting 
Costumes 
 
Students are guessing what the topic of the lesson will be. 
 

 3` 

(Opera 
is....?) 

By using the answers (words on the blackboard), students (in pairs) make their own definitions of 
opera.  

3` 

The main 
features of 
opera 
(listening 
musical 
pieces and 
recognizing 
features) 

  
Together with students we read interesting facts about Verdi`s life 
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/blog/w-verdi-long-live-verdi 
 
Students listen opera again and they follow the text in order to understand the story. 
Giuseppe Verdi: Traviata (Libiamo nei leit calici) 
After listening they are telling what’s the story about.  
 
Questions for students: How do we call people who writes texts for operas? (librettists) Who writes 
music for singers and orchestra? (composers) 
 
Students listen opera again. They need to pay attention on singing. Who is singing in opera? (two 
singers =duet, and choir)  
 
Students listen a song from popular music and they describe the difference in the way the singers 
sing in a popular music and in an opera (bel canto) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1d1tBR8uMM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15` 

https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/2059201/data_sounds_68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZvgmpiQCcI&feature=emb_title
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/blog/w-verdi-long-live-verdi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1d1tBR8uMM
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Opera 
houses 

How do we call the places where operas are preformed? (opera houses or theatres) 
What are the worlds` most famous opera houses? Teacher shows to students some pictures of 
opera houses on Europeana. 
 
Photo from the first staging of Mozart`s opera The Marriage of Figaro at Olympia Theatre, in 
January 1953. 
 
of Mozart`s opera The Marriage of Figaro at Olympia Theatre, 
 
Theatre in Brussels 
Theatre in Brussels 
 
The Royal Opera House in Madrid 
Royal Opera Madrid 
 
Croatian National Theatre in Zagreb 
Croatian National Theatre in Zagreb 
 
Concert Hall “Vatroslav Lisniski” 
https://www.lisinski.hr/hr/o-nama/povijest/ 
https://www.lisinski.hr/hr/o-nama/setnja/ 
 
 

 
2´ 

The first 
opera in 
Croatia 

Teacher shows students a picture of Vatroslav Lisinski  
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/1819/07/08/lisinski/ 
 
 Students are guessing who he is? They ask questions in order to reveal composer`s name. 
 
Reading about composer`s life and his contribution to Croatian opera.  
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/category/o-lisinskome/ 
 
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/category/skladbe-vatroslava-lisinskog/opere/ 
 
Students conclude that Vatroslav Lisinski is one of the most important composers in Croatia. He 
composed the first Croatian Opera Love and Malice (Ljubav I zloba).  
 
Poster of the opera, Love and Malice.  
http://klasika.hr/index.php?p=article&id=2684 
 
Teacher tells students a short story about the first Croatian opera and then they listen part of the 
first act. By listening they are trying to recognize features of the opera. 
Love and Malice 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KO6ARFwR6Zc&t=801s 
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https://classic.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/321/https___www_searchculture_gr_aggregator_edm_els_000124__3A774904.html?q=The+Marriage+of+Figaro#dcId=1612890898120&p=1
https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/2048001/Athena_Plus_ProvidedCHO_KIK_IRPA__Brussels__Belgium__AP_10283206
https://classic.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2022716/bib_BVPB20160469745.html?q=opera+Madrid#dcId=1618852366415&p=3
https://4etich.wixsite.com/4etich5/copy-of-hgk-zagreb
https://www.lisinski.hr/hr/o-nama/povijest/
https://www.lisinski.hr/hr/o-nama/setnja/
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/1819/07/08/lisinski/
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/category/o-lisinskome/
http://virtualna.nsk.hr/lisinski/category/skladbe-vatroslava-lisinskog/opere/
http://klasika.hr/index.php?p=article&id=2684
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KO6ARFwR6Zc&t=801s
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Assessment 

Students will do the quiz on kahoot that the teacher will prepare.   

 

Student feedback 

Add here the method with which your students will be able to give you feedback and discuss the lesson. 

 

Teacher’s remarks 

Add here your comments and evaluation AFTER the implementation of this lesson. You can always use a 

rubric for self-assessment. 

 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million 

digitised items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 

project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the 

fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, visibility and 

use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, Education, 

Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a 

not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: 

Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task 

in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education Community. 

 

Quiz Students are using Kahoot on their mobile phones. They need to answer the questions about 
opera. According to their answers, teacher will get the feedback then revise and repeat what is 
necessary.  

2` 

Making 
opera 

Students work in pairs.  The teacher will give students the topic of their dialogues. Their task is to 
write short dialogues and make music (sound and rhythm) for those dialogues. In this activity 
students will be librettists and composers. When they finish the task, they will take part in their 
own short operas.   

8` 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

