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Abstract 

In a multicultural world, which we are living, it is mandatory for younger generations to trace back their roots as history witnesses 
the fact that we are the outcome of several cultural dominations. In particular Sicily and especially my home town Palermo has 
been experiencing two centuries of Arabian dominations whose culture and religion as well has deeply influenced our lifestyle until 
nowadays. Palermo is the seat of an Arabian Norman Architectural path with its buildings dated X ʹXI century but as most of them 
are actually of Norman manufacture, the most genuine heritage of Arabian culture are the Arabian Gardens and the introduction 
of fruit tree crops such as lemons and oranges which today are the icon of Sicily. The aim of this scenario, carried on in a CLIL mode 
by history and foreign language teachers for students of the first year of low secondary school, is to make young generations 
acquire awareness of the real impact different cultural dominations had on what we assume today as autochthone heritage. This 
allows them to see as part of a wider cultural horizon in which they are more similar to what now it may seem different or stranger.    
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Subject History, Citizenship, English as a Foreign Language 
 

Topic Arabian domination in Sicily and the actual heritage in garden architectures 
 

Age of students 11 

Preparation time 2h 

Teaching time 4h 

Online teaching 
material  

Learning apps   
Google Maps  
Thinglink  
Adobe Spark 
,�JLDUGLQL�$UDER�1RUPDQQL�GHOOD�&RQFD�'¶RUR 
Islam e Medioevo a Palermo  

Offline teaching 
material 

- 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

Dissertazioni sui popoli che abitarono in Sicilia 
>͛,ĂǀƌĞ�ĚĞ�WĂůĞƌŵĞ 

https://learningapps.org/
https://www.google.it/maps/preview
https://www.thinglink.com/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/9bPqZ/
https://www.academia.edu/13188099/I_giardini_arabo_normanni_nella_Conca_doro_a_Palermo?email_work_card=view-paper
https://www2.regione.sicilia.it/beniculturali/salinas/CULTURAL%20HERITAGE%20E%20MERCHANDISING%20MUSEALE/nutrire%20Palermo%20nel%20medioevo2.pdf
https://www.europeana.eu/it/item/362/item_JLOAEFG4UB3JUWZ6YERZZBR3AUZXDXPA
https://www.europeana.eu/it/item/9200517/ark__12148_btv1b530426565
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Zisa Castle Interiors 
San Giovanni degli Eremiti Church Cloister 

 

Licenses 

� Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work 
even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under 
the identical terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that 
would benefit from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects. 

Integration into the curriculum 
The Scenario is integrated in the curriculum of History of first year of low secondary school with reference to National Indications 
on the study of Islam and its expansion discovering medieval roots in local and regional aspects. The choice of English as a foreign 
language is integrated in the acquisition of specific vocabulary related to citizenship regarding the awareness of the peculiar 
natural environment and biodiversity in first year of secondary school. 

Aim of the lesson 

At the end of the lesson the students will acquire awareness of their own cultural heritage in a more detailed way and will be able 
to see the actualization of ancient techniques and lifestyles common to their ordinary local life. Moreover, they will have the 
chance to reflect upon the origin of some local words and will convey most of this info in a foreign language they are currently 
studying, a competence which really matters in a deeply touristic region. 

Outcome of the lesson 

As outcome the students will produce a short clip using ADOBE Spark on the main receipts belonging to Sicilian Traditions using 
fruits or other vegetables introduced by Arabian Domination in Sicily. 

Trends 

Visual Search & Learning, Open Source Learning. 

Key competences 

Citizenship: through exploring the past heritage in what is left in our common life through research on Google Maps, on the 
ancient structure of the town, of the historical buildings belonging to the Arabian era, on etymology of Sicilian terms to be traced 
back to the Arabian dominations, on the heritage of receipts made up with crop introduced in ancient times  

Cultural awareness: reflecting about the fact that our culture is the product of different others which followed one to another in 
the history of our country.   

Digital competences: through the use of digital tools creating the interactive map on a suggested pattern and the short clip as 
final outcome. 

Activities 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Warm up The History teacher introduces the theme of Arabian dominations in Sicily locating it 
in the timeline. She focuses the attention on Palermo town and its ancient structure 
which is still visible nowadays using Google maps. 

20 min 

https://www.europeana.eu/it/item/287/work_89697
https://www.europeana.eu/it/item/22/_127976
https://www.google.it/maps/search/monumenti+arabi/@38.1135219,13.3583731,1173m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

 The Language teacher focuses her attention on the Arabian etymology of the name 
of the main streets of the Historical center of the town which are the witness of our 
cultural heritage. On the Maps the students trace all the buildings which are included 
in the so-called Arabian-Norman Cultural Path in Palermo town which is part of 
UNESCO heritage.  Some examples pf Arabian architecture are shown in this thinglink 
by the Language teacher. 

20 min 

The Arabian 
Garden 

Using the resources found in Europeana and in the teachers, both History and English 
ones, show the students the most loyal example of Arabian Garden which is nowadays 
left in Palermo town, the garden surrounding the Castello di Maredolce located in 
Palermo suburb. 

30 min 

 Using thinglink the teachers show the students its structure and its peculiarity. The 
students are solicited to make comparisons to other similar gardens located in 
Palermo or in the surrounding territory in particular focusing the attention on the use 
of water in a pond, which is called Gebbia (form Arabian jabh) and is really widespread 
in Sicilian countryside. 

35 min 

 Moreover they have to recall the etymology of some words of common use related 
to the garden and its structure  using an app like learningapps. 

15 min 

The structure 
of the Arabian 
Garden and 
its peculiarity 
in Sicily 

KŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐůŝŶŬ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƵƉ�ĨŽƌ�DĂƌĞĚŽůĐĞ͛Ɛ�'ĂƌĚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�
to build up with the help of both teachers' visual structure using thinglink of another 
garden located in Palermo. the Zisa castle one and stress up the structure with their 
etymology, the types of plants, focusing their attention on the climatic and cultural 
reason which are evident nowadays for the building of such structures within Sicilian 
territory. 

60 min 

Fruits and 
plants in 
Sicilian coking 
traditions 

The students will have to do research using Google on the main receipts which are actual 
nowadays aa part of our heritage and in groups of 4 will have to produce a short clip using 
Adobe Spark on the making of with reference to Arabian and Sicilian terminology both in 
Italian Language then in English language 

60 min 

 

Assessment 

Evaluation will be made through the final products, the receipts will be evaluated in style, content and language (L1 Italian L2 
English) and in the proper use and the level of creativity of the videoclip. 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************* 

Student feedback 

The students will be provided a survey using www.surveymonkey.com  in which they will express their level of interest in the topic, 
how much they knew before this lesson about the Arabian influence on Sicilian lifestyle and what they learnt 

dĞĂĐŚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ƌĞŵĂƌŬƐ 

This scenario can be applied to the exploitation of cultural heritage left by dominations which have been followed in any country 
through an approach that can be focused on retrieving what is left in language, traditions, arts, architecture. European countries 
have gone through several dominations due to persistent immigrational waves that are typical of human history whose traces are 
still visible nowadays. They have only to be searched for and showed to our younger generations in order to never lose the memory 
of the past because   on that memory they will build the Europe of the Future. 

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1545849669295276034
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1545849669295276034
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1537064213631991811
https://learningapps.org/display?v=pvt5y0w9c22
http://www.surveymonkey.com/
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About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana ŝƐ��ƵƌŽƉĞ͛Ɛ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ƉůĂƚĨŽƌŵ�ĨŽƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ͕�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�ĨƌĞĞ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϱϯ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ĚŝŐŝƚŝƐĞĚ�ŝƚĞŵƐ�ĚƌĂǁŶ�
ĨƌŽŵ��ƵƌŽƉĞ͛Ɛ�ŵƵƐĞƵŵƐ͕�ĂƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ͕�ůŝďƌĂƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĂůůĞƌŝĞƐ͘�dŚĞ��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶĂ��^/-4 project continues the work of the previous three 
Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 
access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 
Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 32 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 
organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ͘��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�^ĐŚŽŽůŶĞƚ͛Ɛ�ƚĂƐŬ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶĂ��^/-4 project is to continue and expand 
the Europeana Education Community. 

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home

