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Abstract  

This learning scenario is based on several propaganda posters/pictures of (mostly) European 
dictators/undemocratic rulers from the first half of the 20th century and that are available on 
Europeana’s website. The students will analyse the propaganda posters’ picture language (or 
propaganda pictures) to recognise similarities in the representation of “powerful men” who did not 
rule in a democratic setting. They will realise that these rulers were commonly depicted as sorts of 
super-natural human beings, more powerful and insightful than a normal human being – at least 
according to the pictures. They will collect information about these rulers’/dictators’ biographies, will 
compare their results in small groups, and will present everything in a final discussion. This examination 
will be counterweighted with an analysis of contemporary pictures of democratically elected European 
leaders (men and women). 

IMPORTANT: This project aims at comparing the imagery of mighty European politicians of the first 
half of 20th century. Its goal is, that students explore how designers of that time visualised “power” 
or how they tried to depict a mighty man, an authoritarian and antiparliamentary ruler of that period 
in history. This project does not intend a comparison of different countries or their political systems, 
especially it does not want to equate the mentioned historical examples of authoritarian rulers. The 
examples are chosen because of the imagery and the resemblance of the pictures’ design, it does 
not mean, that the depicted politicians are in the same level or that their political system is identical. 

Keywords  
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Table of summary  

Table of summary   

Subject  History 
Politics 
Non-confessional ethics course 

Topic  European dictators/rulers and their propaganda image 

Age of students  15 – 17 

Preparation time  Less than half an hour (printing the eight worksheets) 



 

Teaching time  3 lessons (45 min) 

Online teaching 
material   

Access to the internet for information research 

Offline teaching 
material  

Worksheets (see annex) – eine deutschsprachige Version ist verfügbar 

Europeana resources 
used  

Cf. indication of sources (end of each worksheet📜) 

License 

Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even 

for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical 

terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that would benefit 

from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects. 

 

Integration into the curriculum  

• Level: Secondary education. 

• Subject: History, politics, or non-confessional ethics course. 

• Curriculum: The lesson may be used in a history class, in a politics class, or even in a non-
confessional ethics course; it can be included for any course that examines democratic values 
or that compares democracy with dictatorship. 

• It conforms with the European Schools curriculum in history S6 (Dictatorship and democracy: 
Europe in the interwar years) or S7 (Europe from dictatorship to democracy). 

• It conforms with the with the European Schools curriculum in non-confessional ethics course 
in S6 (Democracy and citizenship) or S7 (Threats to democracy). 

Aim of the lesson  

The lesson aims to help students to realise that many European rulers/dictators – despite their 
different political backgrounds – tried to establish images of themselves as strong, superhuman-like 
leaders who were able to guide their people by the power of their will and preternaturally keen insight. 
This should also cover the dictatorial means of their sole reign (or even reign of terror) and the non-
democratic methods that they employed. 

The students will be able to refresh (or receive for the first time) their knowledge about some European 
rulers/dictators and realise that many European countries were threatened by attacks to their 
democracy in the first half of the 20th century. They will also see an Asian example, thereby broadening 
the focus to another region of the world. 

In this process, they will strengthen their sense of democracy and will better understand the values of 
a democratic politician. 

Outcome of the lesson  

The students will get to know and present examples of mostly European rulers/dictators and their 
iconographic presentation themselves. They will discover similarities between pictures and will discuss 
them. 

https://www.eursc.eu/en/European-Schools/studies/syllabuses
https://www.eursc.eu/en/European-Schools/studies/syllabuses


 

The students will analyse pictures and, in so doing, will examine the iconographic presentation of 
undemocratic leaders. 

The students will learn how to acquire biographical information, to extract key information, to 
summarise it, and to present the biographical information and the results of their analyses to others. 
They will also prepare a presentation of the images and will highlight certain details contained in the 
images. They will collaborate with their classmates and will discuss their results in class. 

Trends  

• Project-based and visual learning, including presentations that use digital means; 

• Collaborative learning; 

• Peer learning. 

Key competences  

The proposed learning scenario aims at six of the eight key competences: 

• Literacy competence: By examining the sources (for example, the biographies of the 
politicians), combining the results of their analysis with the partner group, and finally 
presenting everything to their classmates, this learning scenario demands to use and develop 
literacy competence. 

• Multilingual competence: As all sources have a diverse cultural background, students may also 
find more information about the depicted persons or their parties in different languages. As 
non-anglophone students, they have to use the links towards English (or German) texts and 
thus have to use their multilingual competence. 

• Digital competence: By using digital means to search the pictures/propaganda posters in the 
Europeana database and by presenting the posters to the class (with the help of a digital 
presentation program), the students use, access, filter, evaluate, create and share digital 
content and strengthen thus their digital competence. 

• Personal, social, and learning to learn competence: As the students need to work together 
after a first analysis on their own, they need to effectively manage time and information, work 
with others in a constructive way and manage their own learning and the discussion process 
within the group. 

• Citizenship competence: As this learning scenario is based on understanding social, legal, and 
political concepts and structures, it obviously aims at strengthening the citizenship 
competence of the students, who also discuss their results together. Their discussion and the 
prior process of gathering the information include a critical understanding of some of the main 
developments in European history of the first half of the 20th century, which also intensifies 
the awareness of political movements’ aims, values, and policies. It helps to understand better 
the common European values and demonstrates the importance of the respect for human 
rights as a basis for democracy. 

• Cultural awareness and expression competence: This learning scenario includes sources from 
different European countries and helps thus to acquire knowledge of national, regional, and 
European cultures and expressions, including their history, traditions, and cultural products. 
The analysis of the picture language of the sources helps to understand how these artistic 
expressions influenced these societies in the past. It aims to demonstrate the different ways 
of communicating ideas between creator, participant and audience within written and printed 
texts and pictures. It shows how arts can be a way to both view and shape the world, also in a 
propagandistic, seducing, and manipulative way. 



 

Activities  

Name of 
activity  

Procedure  Time  

Starter  The teacher asks students if they know any gestures of contemporary 
politicians and their meaning – if students do not know any gestures, 
then the teacher can imitate a popular gesture and asks if students 
know which politician or well-known person is meant with that 
gesture or if they know the meaning of the gesture. For example:  

- blessing hands of the pope or  
- salutation of a royal person or  
- victory sign of Winston Churchill or  
- greeting like the American President and so forth 

5–10 min 

Processing 
step 1 

Teacher hands out the worksheets, of which there are eight in total 
(A1/A2 – D1/D2). Eight small groups will be formed within the class. 

- The single steps are described on the worksheets. 
- Basically, there are three steps to fulfill 
- First step: Analysis of one of the eight pictures – first 

assumptions about the picture’s meaning. 

20–30 min 

Processing 
step 2 

Second step (within the same group):  

- Gathering information about the people presented in the 
picture (students’ devices, research from the internet) 

- Verifying if the first assumption from step 1 corresponds to 
the biographical information gathered in step 2 

- Preparation of a small presentation for the partner-group 

30–45 min 

Processing 
step 3 

Third step (mixture with the partner group, as indicated): 

- The students will follow the instructions and go to their 
reciprocal group, as indicated on the worksheet (the groups 
are mixed so that similar pictures of different people will be 
contrasted. The aim is to discover the use of a similar picture 
language for different historical people). 

- Discussion of the analysis’ results and preparation of another 
presentation for the whole class. 

- The preparation can be done with a poster or – something 
that might be more effective – with the help of digital means. 
The picture can easily be found with the link given in the 

sources section 📜 of each worksheet (linking to Europeana-
website). 

- The teacher can give hints about how to present the picture 
and how to highlight details within the picture (arrows, 
zooming in on details, contrasting with archetype pictures 
and so forth). 

30–45 min 
or more 
depending 
on the 
pace of the 
group 
and/or if it 
is given as 
an 
assignment 
or done in 
class 



 

- The preparation of the presentation can also be given as an 
assignment. 

Presentation Presentation of the analysis’ results and the biographical information 
linked to the historical person concerned. Presentation takes place in 
front of the whole class. 

Highlighting the details with digital means. 

45–60 min 

Potential 
additional 
step 

Comparison with contemporary pictures/posters of democratically 
elected politicians (internet research, possible assignment) 

 

Discussion Discussion of the results – discussion of the meaning of democracy 
and the representation of democratically elected leaders today 

20 min 

Assessment  

The teachers can ask the student to prepare a final presentation which will illustrate the results of 
the analysis with digital means (arrows pointing to details, zooming into the details, showing 
comparable pictures etc.), and can present the biographies of the depicted politicians. 

Student feedback  

A feedback was done after the lesson. Some questions are listed in the annex. 

Teacher’s remarks  

The idea of comparing the photos of the dictators with pictures of democratically elected politicians 
of today is the result of student feedback. 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project  

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 
million digitised items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana 
DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). 
It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, 
visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 
Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions.  

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 34 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. 
As a not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key 
stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European 
Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education 
Community. 

  

about:blank
about:blank


 

Annex 

Worksheets: see next pages. 

 

Questions for student feedback: 

The feedback was rated on a scale of 1 (low evaluation) to 5 (high evaluation) 
 
Analysing pictures was an interesting activity for me. 

1 = not at all / 5 = very interesting 
 
I liked the way of working, the mode of operation (change from single work to teamwork and 
presentation in front of the whole class) 

1 = not at all / 5 = I did like this way of working very much 
 
I learned something new during these lessons. 

1 = not at all / 5 = a lot 
 
I got a clearer image and a better understanding of how dictators/rulers presented themselves as 
“saviours“ and “heroes“. The material illustrated it in a very clear and instructive way 
  1 = not clear/instructive at all / 5 = very clear/instructive 
 
The material and the work instructions were helpful, understandable, and showed me the way 
how to achieve the goals and fulfil my tasks. 
  1 = not at all / 5 = very helpful and instructive 
 
Ideas and suggestions for improvement: 
 Empty space for students‘ remarks 
 
  



 

Imagery of power – visualising what power looks like –  
a European political iconography (worksheet A1) 
 

👉 First step:  
- Please describe the image, analyse it, and try to note down any initial assumptions 

about its meaning (interpretation of the image), first without regard to the historical 
context. 

- Try to make/formulate a statement about the intended effect of the picture. 

🔎 The following guideline-questions may help: 
 - Explain the function of the central person/character in the picture. 
 - Name other important objects or people found in the picture. 

- Explain the setting (or the relation) of the other objects/persons towards the 
  central character or symbol of this picture. 

⏳ Time required:  ≈20 Minutes 

 
👉 Second step:  

- Research background information 💻 about the picture’s historical context. 
- Check your first assumption (picture interpretation) and your statement about the 

intended effect from step 1 with the help of the information that you researched. 
- Prepare a presentation of your results for the next step; you may also use digital 

means (they will help you to better display the picture, zooming in on details, 
highlighting them, etc.) 

💻Useful links for worksheet A1: 
- https://www.britannica.com/biography/Miklos-Nagybanyai-Horthy 
- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mikl%c3%b3s_Horthy 
- in German: www.mdr.de/zeitreise/miklos-horthy-100.html 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30 minutes plus preparation of the presentation (assignment) 

 
👉 Third step:  

- Go to group A2 and compare both your pictures and your analysis results. 
- Discuss the similarities that caught your eyes as well as the differences in the pictural 

representation of a similar motif/theme (a powerful political leader), even if there 
are national or ideological differences between the historical people being analysed. 

- Prepare a presentation and present your results to the whole class. Bear in mind that 
you should show and explain the picture and its intended effect; this works best with 
the help of digital means (highlighting details, zooming in on particular details, 
showing comparable motifs and so forth). 

⏳Time required:  ≈30–45 minutes (discussion and preparation of the presentation  
    – possible assignment) – plus presentation in front of the class 
 

📜 Sources:  
Artist/Title: Miltiades Manno: HORTHY! (Budapest, 1920) 
Magyar Nemzeti Múzeum 
www.europeana.eu/de/item/2064401/_mnm_MNMMUSEUM985888 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/  



 

 

Worksheet A1  



 

Imagery of power – visualising what power looks like – 
a European political iconography (worksheet A2) 
 

👉 First step:  
- Please describe the image, analyse it, and try to note down any initial assumptions 

about its meaning (interpretation of the image), first without regard to the historical 
context. 

- Try to make/formulate a statement about the intended effect of the picture. 

🔎 The following guideline-questions may help: 
 - Explain the function of the central person/character in the picture. 
 - Name other important objects or people found in the picture. 
  - Explain the setting (or the relation) of the other objects/persons towards the 

  central character or symbol of this picture. 

⏳ Time required:  ≈20 Minutes 

 
👉 Second step:  

- Research background information 💻 about the picture’s historical context. 
- Check your first assumption (picture interpretation) and your statement about the 

intended effect from step 1 with the help of the information that you researched. 
- Prepare a presentation of your results for the next step; you may also use digital 

means (they will help you to better display the picture, zooming in on details, 
highlighting them, etc.) 

💻Useful links for worksheet A2: 
- https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jozef-Pilsudski 
- in German: www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/polen/40655/1918-1945 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30 minutes plus preparation of the presentation (assignment) 

 
👉 Third step:  

- Go to group A1 and compare both your pictures and your analysis results. 
- Discuss the similarities that caught your eyes as well as the differences in the pictural 

representation of a similar motif/theme (a powerful political leader), even if there 
are national or ideological differences between the historical people being analysed. 

- Prepare a presentation and present your results to the whole class. Bear in mind that 
you should show and explain the picture and its intended effect; this works best with 
the help of digital means (highlighting details, zooming in on particular details, 
showing comparable motifs and so forth). 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30–45 minutes (discussion and preparation of the presentation 

     – possible assignment) – plus presentation in front of the class 
 

📜 Sources:  
Title: Praca dla Polski, Polska dla pracy: Work for Poland, Poland for work. 
Artist: Zygmunt Glinicki (1898–1940): Praca dla Polski, Polska dla pracy (Warsaw, ca. 1930) 
The head of the statue symbolises the head of the Polish First Marshall, Józef Klemens 
Piłsudski. The title above refers to the poster editor, the central election activists’ 
committee. Source: https://artvee.com/dl/praca-dla-polski-polska-dla-pracy/ (License: All 
files can be freely used for personal and commercial projects with no attribution required)  



 

 
Zawodowe = specialist – Pracownicy = white collar worker – Panstwowi = for the country… 
(the exact meaning of all of the words on the little “1”-signs in this picture is not determining 
or totally significant for the analysis of the imagery of this poster) 
Worksheet A2



 

Imagery of power – visualising what power looks like – 
a European political iconography (worksheet B1) 
 

👉 First step:  
- Please describe the image, analyse it, and try to note down any initial assumptions 

about its meaning (interpretation of the image), first without regard to the historical 
context. 

- Try to make/formulate a statement about the intended effect of the picture. 

🔎 The following guideline-questions may help: 
 - Explain the function of the central person/character in the picture. 
 - Name other important objects or people found in the picture. 

- Explain the setting (or the relation) of the other objects/persons towards the 

   central character or symbol of this picture. 

⏳ Time required:  ≈20 Minutes 
 

👉 Second step:  

- Research background information 💻 about the picture’s historical context. 
- Check your first assumption (picture interpretation) and your statement about the 

intended effect from step 1 with the help of the information that you researched. 
- Prepare a presentation of your results for the next step; you may also use digital 

means (they will help you to better display the picture, zooming in on details, 
highlighting them, etc.) 

💻Useful links for worksheet B1: 
- https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/themes/spain-at-war.htm 
- https://www.britannica.com/biography/Francisco-Franco 
- Compare picture B1 with the ecclesiastical, Christian ceiling painting in the 

following link and explain the similarities you recognise: 
www.europeana.eu/de/item/2064137/Museu_ProvidedCHO_Bildarchiv_Foto_Marburg
_obj20564593 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30 minutes plus preparation of the presentation (assignment) 
 

👉 Third step:  
- Go to group B2 and compare both your pictures and your analysis results. 
- Discuss the similarities that caught your eyes as well as the differences in the pictural 

representation of a similar motif/theme (a powerful political leader), even if there 
are national or ideological differences between the historical people being analysed. 

- Prepare a presentation and present your results to the whole class. Bear in mind that 
you should show and explain the picture and its intended effect; this works best with 
the help of digital means (highlighting details, zooming in on particular details, 
showing comparable motifs and so forth). 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30–45 minutes (discussion and preparation of the presentation 

     – possible assignment) – plus presentation in front of the class 

📜 Sources:  
Title: El caudillo Francisco Franco (the leader/warrior, Francisco Franco) 
Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deporte / Casa Moreno. Archivo de Arte Español (1893–1953) / Instituto del 
Patrimonio Cultural de España; 

www.europeana.eu/de/item/2022709/oai_fototeca_mcu_es_fototeca_MORENO_27834_B 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/  



 

 
Worksheet B1



 

Imagery of power – visualising what power looks like – 
a European political iconography (worksheet B2) 
 

👉 First step:  
- Please describe the image, analyse it, and try to note down any initial assumptions 

about its meaning (interpretation of the image), first without regard to the historical 
context. 

- Try to make/formulate a statement about the intended effect of the picture. 

🔎 The following guideline-questions may help: 
 - Explain the function of the central person/character in the picture. 
 - Name other important objects or people found in the picture. 

- Explain the setting (or the relation) of the other objects/persons towards the 

  central character or symbol of this picture. 

⏳ Time required:  ≈20 Minutes 

 
👉 Second step:  

- Research background information 💻 about the picture’s historical context. 
- Check your first assumption (picture interpretation) and your statement about the 

intended effect from step 1 with the help of the information that you researched. 
- Prepare a presentation of your results for the next step; you may also use digital 

means (they will help you to better display the picture, zooming in on details, 
highlighting them, etc.) 

💻Useful links for worksheet B2: 
- https://www.britannica.com/biography/Benito-Mussolini 
- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sword_of_Islam_(Mussolini) 
- https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/leaders-and-controversies/g3/ 
- Compare picture B2 with the equestrian statue from ancient times in the link and 

explain the similarities you recognise: 
www.museicapitolini.org/it/percorsi/percorsi_per_sale/museo_del_palazzo_dei
_conservatori/esedra_di_marco_aurelio/statua_equestre_di_marco_aurelio 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30 minutes plus preparation of the presentation (assignment) 

 
👉 Third step:  

- Go to group B1 and compare both your pictures and your analysis results. 
- Discuss the similarities that caught your eyes as well as the differences in the pictural 

representation of a similar motif/theme (a powerful political leader), even if there 
are national or ideological differences between the historical people being analysed. 

- Prepare a presentation and present your results to the whole class. Bear in mind that 
you should show and explain the picture and its intended effect; this works best with 
the help of digital means (highlighting details, zooming in on particular details, 
showing comparable motifs and so forth). 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30–45 minutes (discussion and preparation of the presentation 

     – possible assignment) – plus presentation in front of the class 

📜 Sources:  
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Mussolini_spada_islam.jpg (public domain)  



 

 
Worksheet B2



 

Imagery of power – visualising what power looks like – 
a European political iconography (worksheet C1) 
 

👉 First step:  
- Please describe the image, analyse it, and try to note down any initial assumptions 

about its meaning (interpretation of the image), first without regard to the historical 
context. 

- Try to make/formulate a statement about the intended effect of the picture. 

🔎 The following guideline-questions may help: 
 - Explain the function of the central person/character in the picture. 
 - Name other important objects or people found in the picture. 

- Explain the setting (or the relation) of the other objects/persons towards the 
  central character or symbol of this picture. 

⏳ Time required:  ≈20 Minutes 

 
👉 Second step:  

- Research background information 💻 about the picture’s historical context. 
- Check your first assumption (picture interpretation) and your statement about the 

intended effect from step 1 with the help of the information that you researched. 
- Prepare a presentation of your results for the next step; you may also use digital 

means (they will help you to better display the picture, zooming in on details, 
highlighting them, etc.) 

💻Useful links for worksheet C1: 
- https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/themes/spain-at-war.htm 
- https://www.britannica.com/biography/Francisco-Franco 
- In German: www.bpb.de/politik/hintergrund-aktuell/231078/1936-spanischer-buergerkrieg-14-07-2016 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30 minutes plus preparation of the presentation (assignment) 

 
👉 Third step:  

- Go to group C2 and compare both your pictures and your analysis results. 
- Discuss the similarities that caught your eyes as well as the differences in the pictural 

representation of a similar motif/theme (a powerful political leader), even if there 
are national or ideological differences between the historical people being analysed. 

- Prepare a presentation and present your results to the whole class. Bear in mind that 
you should show and explain the picture and its intended effect; this works best with 
the help of digital means (highlighting details, zooming in on particular details, 
showing comparable motifs and so forth). 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30–45 minutes (discussion and preparation of the presentation 

     – possible assignment) – plus presentation in front of the class 
 

📜 Sources:  
Title: General Francisco Franco 
Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deporte / Casa Moreno. Archivo de Arte Español (1893–
1953) / Federico Beltrán Massés (1885–1949) / Instituto del Patrimonio Cultural de España 
www.europeana.eu/de/item/2022709/oai_fototeca_mcu_es_fototeca_MORENO_24184_B 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/   



 

 
Worksheet C1



 

Imagery of power – visualising what power looks like –  
a European political iconography (worksheet C2) 
 

👉 First step:  
- Please describe the image, analyse it, and try to note down any initial assumptions 

about its meaning (interpretation of the image), first without regard to the historical 
context. 

- Try to make/formulate a statement about the intended effect of the picture. 

🔎 The following guideline-questions may help: 
 - Explain the function of the central person/character in the picture. 
 - Name other important objects or people found in the picture. 

- Explain the setting (or the relation) of the other objects/persons towards the 

   central character or symbol of this picture. 

⏳ Time required:  ≈20 Minutes 
 

👉 Second step:  

- Research background information 💻 about the picture’s historical context. 
- Check your first assumption (picture interpretation) and your statement about the 

intended effect from step 1 with the help of the information that you researched. 
- Prepare a presentation of your results for the next step; you may also use digital 

means (they will help you to better display the picture, zooming in on details, 
highlighting them, etc.) 

💻Useful links for worksheet C2: 
- https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/leaders-and-controversies/g4/ 
- https://www.britannica.com/biography/Joseph-Stalin 
- in German: www.bpb.de/internationales/europa/russland/47918/revolutionaere-neuordnung-

und-stalin-diktatur-1918-1953?p=all 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30 minutes plus preparation of the presentation (assignment) 
 

👉 Third step:  
- Go to group C1 and compare both your pictures and your analysis results. 
- Discuss the similarities that caught your eyes as well as the differences in the pictural 

representation of a similar motif/theme (a powerful political leader), even if there 
are national or ideological differences between the historical people being analysed. 

- Prepare a presentation and present your results to the whole class. Bear in mind that 
you should show and explain the picture and its intended effect; this works best with 
the help of digital means (highlighting details, zooming in on particular details, 
showing comparable motifs and so forth). 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30–45 minutes (discussion and preparation of the presentation 

     – possible assignment) – plus presentation in front of the class 
 

📜 Sources:  
Title: The Socialist Unity Party of Germany offers its great teacher, the glorious Communist 
Party of the SU (Bolsheviks) to the XIX. Party convention fraternal regards ready to fight 
Poster, 1952 (VEB = Volkseigener Betrieb Graphische Werkstätten Leipzig; Company for 
graphic design belonging to the People); Stadtgeschichtliches Museum /Museum of 
Municipal History Leipzig (Number PL 52/294); 
www.europeana.eu/de/item/08547/sgml_eu_php_obj_p0005611; 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/  

http://www.europeana.eu/de/item/08547/sgml_eu_php_obj_p0005611


 

 
Worksheet C2



 

Imagery of power – visualising what power looks like – 
a European political iconography (worksheet D1) 
 

👉 First step:  
- Please describe the image, analyse it, and try to note down any initial assumptions 

about its meaning (interpretation of the image), first without regard to the historical 
context. 

- Try to make/formulate a statement about the intended effect of the picture. 

🔎 The following guideline-questions may help: 
 - Explain the function of the central person/character in the picture. 
 - Name other important objects or people found in the picture. 

- Explain the setting (or the relation) of the other objects/persons towards the 
  central character or symbol of this picture. 

⏳ Time required:  ≈20 Minutes 

 
👉 Second step:  

- Research background information 💻 about the picture’s historical context. 
- Check your first assumption (picture interpretation) and your statement about the 

intended effect from step 1 with the help of the information that you researched. 
- Prepare a presentation of your results for the next step; you may also use digital 

means (they will help you to better display the picture, zooming in on details, 
highlighting them, etc.) 

💻Useful links for worksheet D1: 
- https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mao-Zedong 
- in German: www.bpb.de/internationales/asien/china/44259/mythos-mao?p=all 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30 minutes plus preparation of the presentation (assignment) 

 
👉 Third step:  

- Go to group D2 and compare both your pictures and your analysis results. 
- Discuss the similarities that caught your eyes as well as the differences in the pictural 

representation of a similar motif/theme (a powerful political leader), even if there 
are national or ideological differences between the historical people being analysed. 

- Prepare a presentation and present your results to the whole class. Bear in mind that 
you should show and explain the picture and its intended effect; this works best with 
the help of digital means (highlighting details, zooming in on particular details, 
showing comparable motifs and so forth). 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30–45 minutes (discussion and preparation of the presentation 

     – possible assignment) – plus presentation in front of the class 
 

📜 Sources:  

Artist/Title: 误敏 (f. 1931) Wu Min (f. 1931): “The Chinese People’s Liberation Army is 

Chairman Mao himself” – Mao Zedong (毛泽东) (1893–1976) 

The Royal Library: The National Library of Denmark and Copenhagen University Library 
www.europeana.eu/de/item/92023/images_billed_2010_okt_billeder_object174010 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/  



 

 
Worksheet D1



 

Imagery of power – visualising what power looks like – 
a European political iconography (worksheet D2) 
 

👉 First step:  
- Please describe the image, analyse it, and try to note down any initial assumptions 

about its meaning (interpretation of the image), first without regard to the historical 
context. 

- Try to make/formulate a statement about the intended effect of the picture. 

🔎 The following guideline-questions may help: 
 - Explain the function of the central person/character in the picture. 
 - Name other important objects or people found in the picture. 

- Explain the setting (or the relation) of the other objects/persons towards the 

  central character or symbol of this picture. 

⏳ Time required:  ≈20 Minutes 

 
👉 Second step:  

- Research background information 💻 about the picture’s historical context. 
- Check your first assumption (picture interpretation) and your statement about the 

intended effect from step 1 with the help of the information that you researched. 
- Prepare a presentation of your results for the next step; you may also use digital 

means (they will help you to better display the picture, zooming in on details, 
highlighting them, etc.) 

💻Useful links for worksheet D2: 
- https://www.britannica.com/biography/Adolf-Hitler 
- in German: www.bpb.de/politik/hintergrund-aktuell/205623/125-jahre-tag-der-

arbeit 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30 minutes plus preparation of the presentation (assignment) 

 
👉 Third step:  

- Go to group D1 and compare both your pictures and your analysis results. 
- Discuss the similarities that caught your eyes as well as the differences in the pictural 

representation of a similar motif/theme (a powerful political leader), even if there 
are national or ideological differences between the historical people being analysed. 

- Prepare a presentation and present your results to the whole class. Bear in mind that 
you should show and explain the picture and its intended effect; this works best with 
the help of digital means (highlighting details, zooming in on particular details, 
showing comparable motifs and so forth). 

⏳ Time required:  ≈30–45 minutes (discussion and preparation of the presentation 

     – possible assignment) – plus presentation in front of the class 
 

📜 Sources:  
Title: 1. Mai Tag der Arbeit / First of May – Labour Day (Postcard, Munich, 1934) 
Stadtgeschichtliches Museum/Museum of Municipal History Leipzig (Number F/366/2008) 
www.europeana.eu/de/item/08547/sgml_eu_php_obj_z0065572 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/  



 

 
Worksheet D2 
 


