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Abstract 

This learning scenario is a lucid and, at the same time, current reflection on our society, which tends to 
label as abnormal and marginalize anyone who deviates from apparent perfection and everything that is 
fashionable. Throughout this resource, the students will explore concepts such as identity, relationships, 
interdependence, equality and perspective, the understanding of which will contribute to their 
understanding of human rights.  

Our relationships with other people have an important part to play in our lives.  

Through discussions on the impact and consequences of our actions on these relationships, the students 
will become more aware of their responsibility to treat others and themselves with respect. Many of the 
activities in this LS focus on the concept of perspective. It is often difficult for us to see things from a 
different point of view and this skill needs to be developed. Indeed, throughout every activity, the 
students are continually encouraged to look at situations and scenarios from different points of view.  

The aim is to promote healthy, respectful and responsible relationships with others. 

Keywords 

Differences, Human rights, Identity  

Table of summary 

Table of summary  

Subject Civics Education, Communication theory  
Topic Valuing the difference   
Age of students 14-18  

Preparation time 15 hours 

Teaching time 6 hours 

Online teaching 
material  

Padlet  
Mentimeter 
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Poetry  
 

Offline teaching 
material 

Blank Paper, markers, pens 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

Resource 1  
Resource 2 
Resource 3  
Resource 4 
Resource 5 
Resource 6 
 

Licenses 

Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 
commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of 
licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials. 

Integration into the curriculum 

In our society, as it is in most European Countries, we use inclusive education strategies to integrate 
students in the respect of diversity understanding as several forms of expression. In this LS the student 
will reflect on the phrase “The diversity, the suffering of others is frightening" and reflect on implicitly 
giving a voice to all the different, to all the ‘wrong’ and to all the non-aligned. 

Aim of the lesson 

The aim is the construction of non-discriminatory relationships between young people and the prevention 
of conflicts, enhancement of differences, overcoming stereotypes, and promote respect for cultural and 
sexual identity.  That is why this learning scenario will effectively fit into our national curriculum. 

Outcome of the lesson 

After working on this topic, ask students to explain the content to a lay audience in their own words 
through a conference in their own school. The presentation will be performed through a short video or a 
poster with the ideas shown in this scenario. The students will become an ambassador of “HOW TO 
PROMOTE DIVERSITY IN SCHOOLS” and they will disseminate a poster with the word cloud highlighting 
the behaviours a school should encourage in its students. 
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Trends 

• Collaborative Learning: a strong focus on group work.  
• Student-centred Learning: students and their needs are at the centre of the learning process. 
• Social media is changing the way people interact, present ideas and information, and 

communicate. 

Key competences 

• Literacy competence;  
• Multilingual competence;  
• Digital competence;  
• Personal, social and learning to learn competence;  
• Civic competence;  
• Entrepreneurship competence; 
• Cultural awareness and expression competence. 

Activities 

 Name of 
activity 

                                             Procedure Time 

Lesson 1  
Icebreaker  

                                  “How Comfortable Am I?” 
In this activity, the students will ask a simple question to reflect on several 
situations in which we are comfortable or not. This initial phase is to begin 
to think “the other” touch us. This preliminary work is important to prepare 
for the next activity.  

How Comfortable Am I.docx  

60 
min  

Lesson 2  No One 
is an 
Island 

The objective of this exercise is to help students to see that our lives are full 
of different relationships with different people. The beginning of the activity 
is to observe this image (Resource 1) and reflect on how is made an island. 
Successively the teacher asks our students if they have ever heard the 
expression “No one is an island” and asks them what they think it means. 
The students complete on the padlet (https://padlet.com) our thoughts and 
the teacher leads the discussion about these topics. Moreover, the students 
try to search for other expressions of similar meaning to signify the 
importance. Finally, we ask the students to see a second image (Resource 2) 
and explain their opinions on the meanings of some common expressions, 
such as ‘United we stand’, ‘Two heads are better than one’, ‘There’s strength 
in numbers’. This activity can be made with blank paper and colouring 
markers that can be exhibited in the classroom.  

60 
min 
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 Name of 
activity 

                                             Procedure Time 

Lesson 3  Diversity 
Jelly 

Jelly (Resource 3)  

This activity aims to encourage a discussion about diversity. The teacher 
helps the student to stop the fear based on appearance. The beans come in 
six different colours and six different flavours for a total of 36 different 
combinations. The trick is that you can bite into an orange diversity bean 
and in addition to it being orange flavoured, it could also be cherry, lemon, 
lime, vanilla, or liquorice.  The students will provide a reminder that diversity 
means not judging people based on appearance or background.  

60 
min  

Lesson 4   This activity is divided into two phases. In this first phase, the student will 
reflect on the poetry of Carl Sandburg “Elephants are Different to 
Different People” 

This poem is a resource to explore “perspective” in the classroom. 

This activity aims to encourage students to develop their own opinions, 
rather than simply go along with the opinions of their friends or those they 
look up to. Before reading the poem, the student will reflect and focus on 
the concept of perspective “perspective”( Resource 6) and the importance 
of different points of view. The student will be divided into four or five small 
groups and after they observe the image will note the difference between 
the two images and will write on the sheet the difference. Then they will 
read the poem and then start with a class discussion:  

Ask the groups to present their ideas and facilitate the debate starting with 
these guiding questions.  

Accept that others may hold different opinions or see something or live (a 
situation or a thing) differently. 

Follow up by asking your students to think about the importance of the 
elephant’s perspective on himself and what this might be.  

This activity will be made always subdividing the class groups of four 
students, each group will have a spokesperson who will explain the reasons 
for their response and try to represent with paint or a situation a similar 
situation.  

Finally, the teacher invites the learners to write about or draw how they 
think the elephant might see himself and would like to be seen by people, 
this activity is provided by an image that represents a work of Salvador Dalì  
(Resource 5).  After you have finished reading the poem, you can engage the 

60 
min+ 
60 
min  
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 Name of 
activity 

                                             Procedure Time 

students either in group work or a class discussion about the message and 
ideas contained within the poem. 

 
Lesson 6 
Valuing 
Difference 

 
 
 

This final activity will start by asking the student to look up the word ‘value’ 
in their dictionary. Its definition can be read out and written on the board. 

Brainstorm the word ‘value’ with the students.  

1) What does it mean?  

2) Can they think of any words which have similar meanings? 
(appreciate, respect, importance etc.) 

3) How do they value something?  

If you value something/someone, how do you treat it: 

1) Who are the people in your life whom you value?  

2) Why?  

3) What qualities do you value in people – for example, in members 
of your family, your friends, people you meet every day in school or 
your community, well-known people you look up to?  

List the qualities of your friend/teacher/parents.  

Are the qualities you value in a person always the same or does it depend 
on your relationship with them or what they do (for example, are there 
differences in the qualities you value in a teacher and a friend)? How does it 
feel to know that you are valued by other people? 

The answer to this question will be collected on the digital sheet and each 
group will read their consideration and conclusion. 

60 
min  

 

Assessment 

Use the tool reflection time for assessment.  

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

You could start this activity by asking the class to do some dictionary/glossary work in which the students 
will write all the words of the activity. 
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Student feedback 

Students’ feedback will be gathered through reflection time. This activity will be made during the final 
lesson. 

Teacher’s remarks 

The learning scenario aims to address an important problem: the problem of diversity and the fear of 
diversity, the problem to accept different ideas and different points of view and different ways of 
behaving. In this scenario is important to value the difference and respect the different nature of all.  

The teacher will promote and share the reflection, critical analysis, and in-depth research and will 
implement the group analysis in a collective resolution process of problems.   

This approach allows participants to deepen their knowledge and arrive at a better understanding of the 
importance of valuing difference and relationships that building on the concepts of interdependence, 
relationships and perspective, the following questions about responsibility/responsibilities aim to raise 
awareness among students of the way that people’s lives impact on each other in both a positive and a 
negative way. 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million 
digitised items drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 
project continues the work of the previous three Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the 
fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating access, interoperability, visibility and 
use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, Education, 
Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 32 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a 
not-for-profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: 
Ministries of Education, schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task 
in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand the Europeana Education Community. 
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Annex 

How Comfortable Am I.docx 

Jelly  

Reflect time  

How to promote diversity in the school 

 


