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Abstract 

We are constantly seeing new waves of refugees and migrants on a global scale. Most of the time we see 

the misery of these people through television, newspapers and other sources of information: we observe 

it and pass it on, continuing our daily lives. What is it that can lead to a meaningful stance towards relieving 

their pain? Through this educational scenario participants will be able to distinguish between a refugee 

and a migrant, confront the real drama of these people, recognize and understand their feelings and move 

from empathy to compassion, which requires taking action towards alleviating the suffering of those 

leaving their homes.   
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Table of summary 

Table of summary  

Subject History, inclusion in education, sociology, compassion. 
 

Topic Recognizing one’s own emotions and understanding that moving from 
empathy to compassion, requires action.   
 

Age of participants 14-18 

Suitable setting for 
implementation 

This educational scenario can be implemented inside the classroom, as well 
as virtually. 
    

Activity  time 110 minutes 

Online educational 
material  

Refugee Data Finder - UNHCR 
Who is a Refugee? 
Who is a Migrant? 
The coldest summer 
Syrian Refugees: A Human Crisis Revealed in a Powerful Short Film | Short 
Film Showcase 
 

https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRPfM5Oj-QA
https://rosalux.gr/en/publication/coldest-summer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiujzFNgHcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiujzFNgHcE
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Offline educational 
material 

Participants will need paper A4 size and pens for writing down their 
thoughts/ findings. 
 

Europeana resources 
used 

- Op zoek naar een beter leven als wereldburger – Europeana 
Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0 

- Allenby Bridge – Border Crossing – Europeana Foundation, CC BY 4.0 
- 45 Refugees from Chechenia arrived BenGurion airport on 

September 12, 1995, on a special Jewish Agency flight from the 
Caucasus city of Mineralny Vody. – Europeana Foundation, In 
Copyright - Educational Use Permitted 

- Pathetic scene. A refugee with her dog – Europeana Foundation, CC 
BY-NC-SA 4.0 

- Refugees in a food line, Bucharest  – Europeana Foundation, Public 
Domain Mark 1.0 

 

 

Licenses 

Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even for 

commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms. 

This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that would benefit from 

incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects. 

Integration into the curriculum 

This educational scenario is directly related to the course of Political and Social Education which is part of 

the Greek school curriculum of the 3rd grade of High School. This course is about Inclusion in Education, 

stereotypes and prejudices focused on vulnerable social groups. 

At the same time throughout all the grades of Gymnasium, the School Curriculum includes “Skill 

Workshops”. Within these workshops, teachers implement museum visits/ visits to cultural or other 

organizations or invite representatives of such organizations in order to support students in developing 

skills/ competencies. 

Aim of the educational activity 

The aims of this activity are supposed to be written in a board from the very beginning. Through this 

educational scenario, participants will be able to: 

- understand the difference between refugees and migrants 

- be aware that refugeeism is a universal phenomenon and can be found extensively in human 

history 

- discover the reality they experience and the anguish of these people 

- distinguish between empathy and compassion 

- take a step closer to "action" 

Outcome of the educational activity 

The outcomes of this activity will be developed by participants throughout the process:  

https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/2084002/contributions_3e863ae0_e4fb_0136_04b0_6eee0af60788
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/318/marc_nli_003994432
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/318/marc_nli_004038363
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/318/marc_nli_004038363
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/318/marc_nli_004038363
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/9200316/BibliographicResource_3000092750471
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/329/notebook_ext_asp_item_25302_site_ideaalm_lang_ENG_menu_1
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- Google Jamboard  

Key competences 

Literacy Competence: Participants will present their findings to other participants orally, 

Personal, social and learning to learn competence: Participants will collaborate with their peers and take 

decisions, something that will be enhanced through teamwork, 

Digital Competence: Participants will do their own research in the last activity and learn to use Europeana 

resources, 

Citizenship Competence: Participants will get close to refugee and migrant stories and learn the 

difference between the two terms, 

Cultural Awareness and Expression Competence: Participants will recognize the source of their own 

feelings and discover potential ways to support refugees and migrants 

Activities 

Name of activity Procedure Time 

Introduction  The beginning is made by presenting some of the statistics of UNHCR 
Refugee Data Finder - UNHCR, where the educator refers to the large 
number of refugees and migrants who are forced to leave their place. It 
would be best to state a specific case of refugee flow at the time of the 
implementation, so that there is a direct connection with the present. 
 
The educator, then asks if the participants know the difference between 
refugees and migrants and shows them the following videos:  
Who is a Refugee? 
Who is a Migrant? 
 

15 

Universal and 
diachronic 
phenomenon   

Participants are divided into 5 groups and each group is given a photo of 
the following: 

1. Op zoek naar een beter leven als wereldburger – Europeana 
Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0 

2. Allenby Bridge – Border Crossing – Europeana Foundation, CC BY 
4.0 

3. 45 Refugees from Chechenia arrived BenGurion airport on 
September 12, 1995, on a special Jewish Agency flight from the 
Caucasus city of Mineralny Vody. – Europeana Foundation, In 
Copyright - Educational Use Permitted 

4. Pathetic scene. A refugee with her dog – Europeana Foundation, 
CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 

5. Refugees in a food line, Bucharest– Europeana Foundation, 
Public Domain Mark 1.0 

 

20 

https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRPfM5Oj-QA
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/2084002/contributions_3e863ae0_e4fb_0136_04b0_6eee0af60788
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/318/marc_nli_003994432
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/318/marc_nli_004038363
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/318/marc_nli_004038363
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/318/marc_nli_004038363
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/9200316/BibliographicResource_3000092750471
https://www.europeana.eu/el/item/329/notebook_ext_asp_item_25302_site_ideaalm_lang_ENG_menu_1
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Participants discuss about the photos and use this Jamboard to answer 
the following questions: 
- In what part of the world are the people in the photo? 
- What have they taken with them? 
- What are the feelings of these people? 
- What urgent help do they need? 
 
After completing, each team presents its results and mark on the world 
map the country from which people in the photographs fled 
https://www.mapchart.net/world.html . The educator provides 
information for each photo. The discussion focuses on the similarities of 
these pictures (emotions, things people carry, etc.) in order to show that 
distress and misery can be found everywhere around the world.  
 

Critical 
understanding 
of the situation  

Participants, split up in 3 random groups and read one of the stories 
presented here: The coldest summer 
 
They then use another Jamboard to answer the following (pre-defined) 
questions: 
- What conditions led the protagonists of the stories to leave their 
country? 
- What were their difficulties during the trip? 
- Were they happy in their new homeland? 
 
Then each group presents its results in the class and a quick discussion 
follows on the conditions that refugees face and the difficulties they 
encounter.  
 

20 

Discovering my 
emotions  

The following videos is presented in the class: Syrian Refugees: A Human 
Crisis Revealed in a Powerful Short Film | Short Film Showcase 
 
Afterwards, each group discusses the emotions that were born and then 
these are written by the educator in the class board. All groups, together 
with the educator discuss the following questions: 

- Has anything changed for the refugees from the way we felt? 
- Do we just feel good about ourselves when we get emotional? 
- After the lesson, will we return to our daily lives, forgetting the 
refugees? 
- Is it enough to just feel empathy for these people or should we 
do something to alleviate their pain? 
 

Next, the definition of empathy and compassion is presented, by 
pointing out the similarities and the differences these terms have. 
“Taking action” is presented as the key element that distinguishes those 
two. Participants are asked what it means for them to “take action”. 
 

15 

Moving to 
action 

The educator introduce participants to the activities of four global 
organizations - UNHCR, Doctors Without Borders, UNICEF, Amnesty 

40 

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Fppb_0x2mMTd6ODRy5cyusSPAIq4pHe-pRRcwW4eWYo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.mapchart.net/world.html
https://rosalux.gr/en/publication/coldest-summer
https://jamboard.google.com/d/17SLK1549BJs5OKVT5Hz_5pBXTLBSBzYIZgpzScQc-Q0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiujzFNgHcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiujzFNgHcE
https://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
https://www.unicef.org/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/
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International - that offer valuable assistance to refugees and migrants. 
After making a brief introduction to each organization, s/he explains 
that what is important for the support of refugees is the duration that 
each activity should have. 
 
The educator divides the participants into four groups and each group 
selects an organization to investigate its action and answer the following 
questions in a Google Jamboard: 
- Which of the actions would you choose to adopt and why? 
- With which of the rest NGOs would you cooperate with? 
 
At the end, participants present their finding and discuss them in the 
classroom. 

 

 

Participants’ feedback 

At the end of the activity, the participants focus on the aims that were initially set on the board. The goals 

remain on the table until the end of the Learning Scenario. They consist an important part of the 

educational activity both at the beginning, where reference is made to the aims of the lesson, and at the 

end, where participants are asked if the goals were met and what they learned from the activities. The 

educator opens a short discussion where participants focus on specific goals and to have a good picture 

of what they approached and learned during the action. 

Educator’s remarks 

Add here your comments and evaluation AFTER the implementation of this activity. You can always use a rubric for self-

assessment. 

 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 32 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand 

the Europeana Education Community. 

  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1HqssMoI3930GMGEQLxaF0OBbQfZ41dL7F5nt5ldiPJw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home
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Annex 

 


