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Abstract.

“Many things have to change course but it is WE HUMAN BEINGS above all who need to change.” (Pope
Francis) Can we do something about climate change? First of all, we rely on politicians, environmentalists
and other important people to support changes which are going to influence our behaviours and save the
planet! However, most of us have the inner conviction that the real transition starts in our hearts and
minds! This learning scenario is aimed at making a reflection on our own behaviour towards the
environment by looking at the example of St. Francis of Assisi who seems to be one of the most popular
ecologists widely recognised by people of different nations!
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It’s Time to Change!

‘A single sunbeam is enough to drive away many shadows.”
14 -20

45 minutes
90 minutes

Learning Scenario with online tools used - Historiana Portal
Discover the Topic of the Lesson - WordWall.net

The Life of Saint Assisi - YouTube

Personality vocabulary - Quizlet

Find and Share Your Sunbeams - Padlet.com

What can we do about the climate change? - Tricider discussion
Describe the Lesson in One Word! - Answergarden.ch

Not necessary

The life of Francis of Assisi through postcards
Resources found by students
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Licenses

Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even
commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of
licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials.

Integration into the curriculum

The topic can be integrated into the curriculum in a lot of ways. The beginning of high school is connected
with learning about the Medieval Times. The story of St. Francis of Assisi could be a good example of these
times. Moreover, it could be used as a connection with contemporary times.

Aim of the lesson

The main aim of the lesson is to encourage students to be more sensitive towards nature and to get to
know a vast number of different actions we can practice in our daily lives to protect the environment.
Moreover, students can see that the idea of living in harmony with nature was existent throughout the
ages.

Outcome of the lesson

By implementing this topic students can resonate with the actions of St. Francis of Assisi and find their
own way to live in harmony with nature. Sharing different ideas for reducing climate change keeps pupils
aware of different small steps each person can undertake to be more ecological. They are able to share
their hobbies and find new things as a result of searching through the Europeana portal.

Trends

Visual Search & Learning: images and multimedia are more powerful than verbal stimuli.
Student-centred Learning: students and their needs are at the centre of the learning process.
Assessment: the focus of assessments is shifting from "what you know" to "what you can do."
Key competences

Multilingual competence

Digital competence

Personal, social and learning to learn competence

Cultural awareness and expression competence
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Pre-activity

Describing the
picture

Discovering
the life of St.
Francis

Personal
characteristics
—vocabulary

Discovering
the
Europeana
Portal

Be like St.
Francis

Lesson
evaluation

Follow-up
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Guess the quote and its author. The quote is said by St. Francis of Assisi.
Discover the Topic of the Lesson - WordWall.net

The teacher tries to find out what students know about St. Francis. Students
try to describe the picture — Activity no. 2 - Learning Scenario with online
tools used - Historiana Portal

The teacher shows the Europeana Portal to students through the collection
of postcards connected with the life of St. Francis - The life of Francis of Assisi
through postcards

Students name the events from the life of St. Francis. The teacher may also
use the film if it is necessary - The Life of Saint Assisi - YouTube

Students write as many events from the life of St. Francis as possible —
Activity no. 5 - Learning Scenario with online tools used - Historiana Portal

Students practice the vocabulary connected with personal characteristics -
Personality vocabulary - Quizlet

Students write three to five sentences like that: / think St. Francis was brave
because he went to meet the Sultan. Students read aloud some sentences -
Activity no. 7 - Learning Scenario with online tools used - Historiana Portal

Students browse through the Europeana Portal and try to search for things
that are important for them to preserve — students find their treasures. They
put them into the Padlet (Padlet Portal). They can comment and like other
students’ treasures.

The teacher sums up all we did by pointing out that our planet and our
environment are something we need to preserve and should handle with
care. The teacher invites students to share their ideas about what we can
do to reduce climate change. What can we do about the climate change? -
Tricider discussion

Students try to describe the whole lesson in one word Describe the Lesson
in One Word! - Answergarden.ch

As a kind of homework students can go outside and find something which is
a kind of sunbeam/treasure for them they want to preserve. They can take
a photo of it and share the photo on the same Padlet. Again, students can
comment on or like others’ treasures.
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Assessment

Students assess the lesson by describing it in one word Describe the Lesson in One Word! -
Answergarden.ch

Student feedback

Students were enjoying the lesson because it was a kind of combining history and contemporary times.
They could broaden their minds and share things they are really interested in. They had a really good time
and it helped them to develop their vocabulary in a very interesting way.

Teacher’s remarks

For me, it was a great joy to see students engaged in the course of the lesson. | was really happy to have
such a lesson with the students. | got to know a lot of interesting facts about my students' hobbies and
past times. They were also able to show their skills in taking photos and sharing them. For me, the
important point was also that they commented on others' works so they could show their emotional
intelligence. In my opinion, the learning scenario can be implemented with different age groups with some
minor changes.

About the Europeana DSI-4 project

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn
from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three
Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating
access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens,
Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions.

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 32 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit
organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools,
teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand
the Europeana Education Community.
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