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Boys don't do ballet. Really? - Addressing gender stereotypes on career choice 
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Abstract 

Billy is a teenager who wants to dance. However, this fictional character lives in a mining town in Northern 

England. According to Billy’s father, a miner on strike, ‘lads do football, boxing or wrestling’.  This is the 

setting for the discussion of gender stereotypes on career choice. 
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Topic Career choice 

Age of 
students 

14-15 

Preparat
ion time 

120m 

Teaching 
time 

250m 

Online 
teaching 
material  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f-pbWhFGAabcQ3cuhJ_n4TxvNoNM57DP/view?usp=sharing 
 
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1utAbj9f3ESqZ0z-0wlSvujwNOUOsuLXC2kBc6xl99sE/edit?usp=sharing 
 
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1C9XtRBL80pZpcIKrhXloKFTfs8ssQa-ctzqq4FnzbK4/edit?usp=sharing 
 
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1jnOsuuVDug2HDDfPv_9qAzu5TPHzL2lCrrE3rKpMJ_I/edit?usp=sharing 
 
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1GE9UB4nQdE1yN4X5oagc_aDlGVg6-sb79B-ZDAntWsc/edit?usp=sharing 
 
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1k1E-_T1j61Hza3w90AiuP6alPwjZ5mNbq-uLAFdVXYM/edit?usp=sharing 
 
https://bit.ly/3LDpa2G (Canva Presentation) 
 

Offline 
teaching 
material 

Post-its, notebooks, book (Billy Elliot) 

 

Europea
na 

https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/2048213/europeana_fashion_http___collections_va
m_ac_uk_item_O1127618 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f-pbWhFGAabcQ3cuhJ_n4TxvNoNM57DP/view?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1utAbj9f3ESqZ0z-0wlSvujwNOUOsuLXC2kBc6xl99sE/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1C9XtRBL80pZpcIKrhXloKFTfs8ssQa-ctzqq4FnzbK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1jnOsuuVDug2HDDfPv_9qAzu5TPHzL2lCrrE3rKpMJ_I/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1GE9UB4nQdE1yN4X5oagc_aDlGVg6-sb79B-ZDAntWsc/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1k1E-_T1j61Hza3w90AiuP6alPwjZ5mNbq-uLAFdVXYM/edit?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/3LDpa2G
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/2048213/europeana_fashion_http___collections_vam_ac_uk_item_O1127618
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/2048213/europeana_fashion_http___collections_vam_ac_uk_item_O1127618
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resource
s used 

https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/270/resource_document_jhm_museum_M011941 
 
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/318/marc_nli_004034776 
 

 

Licenses 

Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 

commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most accommodating of 

licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed materials. 

Integration into the curriculum 

At the age of 18, students can apply for a course at university. However, at the age of 15, they must also 

consider some type of career choice as they must apply to a secondary school and choose a course which 

prepare them to university or are tied to work placements. 

The Essential Learning Outcomes of the different subjects promote interdisciplinary learning moments. 

Apart from this, career choice is a mandatory topic in many Years 9 subjects. 

Aim of the lesson 

By the end of the lessons, I would like my students to have applied information drawn from previous 

educational experiences and reflected on how the knowledge and skills gained will be useful in a 

professional setting.  

Outcome of the lesson 

The students communicate effectively through opinions, notes, texts and feedback. SEN students feel 

comfortable with the activities and are more engaged because they all have time to complete the 

activities. 

Students develop resilience and are able to maintain positive learning environments and make 

connections with prior knowledge. 

Trends 

Trends CLIL: English is also used as the target language of some resources to teach some Citizenship areas  

Mobilisation of different literacies: students use different digital devices, understand different 

communication formats, make decisions about the information they gathered, understand their rights 

and responsibilities, and communicate with others creatively  

Key competences 

Autonomy: by working on their own at their own pace  

Collaboration: by interacting and exchanging ideas with their peers in groups; by helping make the school 

a better place  

Communication: by communicating their ideas, suggestions and by asking about meaning  

https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/270/resource_document_jhm_museum_M011941
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/318/marc_nli_004034776
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Critical thinking: by understanding the content of the different resources, by thinking about others and 

developing our strengths in groups/ in a community  

Curiosity: by being aware, ready, and willing to explore new ideas of connecting different subjects and 

content at school and outside school  

Digital Literacy: by being able to interpret and make decisions to use information (found with the help of 

information and communication technologies) responsibly  

Information Literacy: by searching for information effectively and efficiently (being able to identify, 

evaluate and use information)  

Resilience: by carrying on despite the difficulties in understanding some difficult words and specific special 

needs  

Social skills: by interacting with their peers in groups and with the teacher, in and outside the classroom 

Activities 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

The 
foundations 
for the LS 

Project week:  
The Physical Education teacher developed a workshop during Project Week in 
November: the students watched the film "Billy Elliot" and the teacher taught 
them some dance steps. 
The teacher of English/Year 9 Coordinator attended the workshop and decided 
to plan a class reading schedule ("Billy Elliot" by Melvin Burgess), analyse some 
Europeana images and discuss gender stereotypes in career choice. 

 

Ballet shoes? The students are shown the picture to make the connection with “Billy Elliot”. 

 
Victoria and Albert Museum, United Kingdom - CC BY. 
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/2048213/europeana_fashion_http___collections_vam_ac_u
k_item_O1127618 

 
The students read the story out loud in the classroom. 

50m 

Reading 
minutes 

The students read the story out loud in the classroom and in the playground. 
They should produce a fluent and enjoyable reading. 

50m 

https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/2048213/europeana_fashion_http___collections_vam_ac_uk_item_O1127618
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/2048213/europeana_fashion_http___collections_vam_ac_uk_item_O1127618
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

 
Analysing The students analyse the story and create an interactive mind map. 

 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f-pbWhFGAabcQ3cuhJ_n4TxvNoNM57DP/view?usp=sharing 

 

50m 

Boys don't 
do ballet.  
Girls don’t 
do football. 
Really?    
-moment 1                                                       
 

The students describe the picture and speculate about the characters’ likes and 
disliskes as well as the colour of their clothes. 
The students take notes on their post-its. 
 

 
Portrait in color of ballet girls and soccer goalie] por Ezendam Keller, Nathalie 
(1970) - 2007 - Jewish Historical Museum, Netherlands - Public Domain. 
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/270/resource_document_jhm_museum_
M011941 
 
 

  

25m 

Boys don't 
do ballet.  

The students fill in a Jamboard with the notes on their post-its. 
 

25m 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f-pbWhFGAabcQ3cuhJ_n4TxvNoNM57DP/view?usp=sharing
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/270/resource_document_jhm_museum_M011941
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/270/resource_document_jhm_museum_M011941
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

Girls don’t 
do football. 
Really?    
-moment 2                                                      
 

The need for 
support 

The students say how we can relate the photo to Billy Elliot’s story: 
o the poster of a ballet performance 
o the ballet shoes 
o ballet is a cultural activity 
o an example of affection for someone’s support 

The students are given information about the photo: title and people involved 
 (only brief notes) 

 

THANKS FOR HIS SUPPORT. por Peer, Vered - 1993 - 
Biblioteca Nacional de Israel, Israel - CC BY.  
https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/318/marc_nli_004034776 
 

15m 

Time to say 
‘Thank you’ 

The students write a card of appreciation as if they were Billy: 
o Billy can write to his father, his brother or his teacher, ‘Miss’ 

 

  

20 

Time for 
feedback 

The students provide their feedback by answering the question: 
How do you think the knowledge and skills you gained will be useful in a 
course/career choice or a professional setting? 

15 

https://www.europeana.eu/pt/item/318/marc_nli_004034776
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Time 

 
The result of their feedback: 
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1k1E-_T1j61Hza3w90AiuP6alPwjZ5mNbq-
uLAFdVXYM/edit?usp=sharing 
 

 

Assessment 

The students will fill in a Google Form and give their opinion about the different activities and resources 

used in the implementation of this Learning Scenario. 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

Student feedback 

The students provide their feedback by answering a question on a Jamboard: 

How do you think the knowledge and skills you gained will be useful in a course/career choice or a 

professional setting? 

Teacher’s remarks 

Before the end of the school year, teachers and students will create a collaborative eBook about this 

learning and teaching experience in order to apply for Escola Amiga (a joint initiative which aims to 

distinguish and share good practices). 

About the Europeana DSI-4 project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over 53 million digitised items drawn 

from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries and galleries. The Europeana DSI-4 project continues the work of the previous three 

Europeana Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs). It is the fourth iteration with a proven record of accomplishment in creating 

access, interoperability, visibility and use of European cultural heritage in the five target markets outlined: European Citizens, 

Education, Research, Creative Industries and Cultural Heritage Institutions. 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of 32 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit 

organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools, 

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1k1E-_T1j61Hza3w90AiuP6alPwjZ5mNbq-uLAFdVXYM/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1k1E-_T1j61Hza3w90AiuP6alPwjZ5mNbq-uLAFdVXYM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home
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teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DSI-4 project is to continue and expand 

the Europeana Education Community. 

Annex 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAE53oj0GKQ/M5GGwLRHGs1C-

ob9xWG1DQ/watch?utm_content=DAE53oj0GKQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=

link&utm_source=publishsharelink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.canva.com/design/DAE53oj0GKQ/M5GGwLRHGs1C-ob9xWG1DQ/watch?utm_content=DAE53oj0GKQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE53oj0GKQ/M5GGwLRHGs1C-ob9xWG1DQ/watch?utm_content=DAE53oj0GKQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE53oj0GKQ/M5GGwLRHGs1C-ob9xWG1DQ/watch?utm_content=DAE53oj0GKQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink

