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Abstract 

Unsung voices-Black Women Activists is a learning scenario that tries to introduce students to lesser-

known black women who were fighters for women rights, especially rights of black women. Students 

work in groups, do research about five notable black women and take notes in form of a common 

presentation. They not only practice their speaking, reading and writing skills through a range of 

interesting activities but also their research skills, critical thinking skills and presentation skills. After 

getting introduced to five notable women students express their own opinion about social activism and 

feminism and as a conclusion write a newspaper article about the position of black women in today’s 

society. 
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Subject English 
 

Topic Black women social activism 
 

Age of students 16-18 

Preparation time 15’ 

Teaching time 140’ 

Online teaching 
material  

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ukcJWNXWQMP-
U0L_e8MLZC2Nw7KuLpQC_pEY7smRr_E/edit?usp=sharing 
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ukcJWNXWQMP-
U0L_e8MLZC2Nw7KuLpQC_pEY7smRr_E/copy ( copy template) 
https://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp 
 
 

Offline teaching 
material 

/ 
 

Europeana resources List here links all of the Europeana resources used for this learning scenario. 
Josephine Baker video 

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ukcJWNXWQMP-U0L_e8MLZC2Nw7KuLpQC_pEY7smRr_E/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ukcJWNXWQMP-U0L_e8MLZC2Nw7KuLpQC_pEY7smRr_E/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ukcJWNXWQMP-U0L_e8MLZC2Nw7KuLpQC_pEY7smRr_E/copy
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ukcJWNXWQMP-U0L_e8MLZC2Nw7KuLpQC_pEY7smRr_E/copy
https://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/item/2051906/data_euscreenXL_https___www_openbeelden_nl_media_91155
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used Miriam Makeba photo 
Eartha Kitt photo 
Blog posts: 
Audre Lorde 
Josephine Baker 
Angela Davis 
Miriam Makeba 
Eartha Kitt 
 
 

 

Licenses 

Please indicate below which license you attribute your work with by picking one of the options below. The Teaching with 

Europeana blog publishes under Attribution CC BY. If you include images in the learning scenario, please make sure to add the 

source and licenses under the pictures themselves. 

X    Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, 

even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most 

accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of licensed 

materials. 

 Attribution ShareAlike CC BY-SA. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your 

work even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations 

under the identical terms. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for 

materials that would benefit from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed 

projects. 

Integration into the curriculum 

In the curriculum for English language on secondary level (all classes) students should get acquainted 

with topics that deal with the culture of English-speaking countries so this topic is completely 

appropriate. Also, students practice all four skills( reading, listening, speaking, writing) through this 

lesson. 

Aim of the lesson 

Students expand their knowledge about the topics that are crucial for English lessons, such as history of 

black people. They also practice all four language skills. 

Outcome of the lesson 

Students write a newspaper article in which they sum up what they have learned, present their research 

skills and show their critical thinking skills. 

Trends 

Collaborative learning, Student centered learning, Peer learning 

Key competences 

Literacy, Digital competence, Citizenship, Cultural awareness 

https://www.europeana.eu/hr/item/91625/nomu_photo_NMA0080334
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/item/91617/upmu_photo_UB003640_02
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/blog/how-audre-lorde-made-black-and-feminist-history-in-germany-and-beyond
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/blog/josephine-baker-dancer-spy-and-freedom-fighter
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/blog/angela-davis-political-activist
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/blog/miriam-makeba-mama-africa
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/blog/eartha-kitt-singer-actor-and-activist
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Activities 

 

Name of 
activity 

Procedure Tim
e 

Warm-up Teacher shows students a video and a few pictures and asks a few questions to 
elicit answers/predictions: 
Josephine Baker video 
Miriam Makeba photo 
Eartha Kitt photo 

 
Who are these women? Do you recognize any of them? 
What do you think was their job? Were they famous? 
Teacher tells students that they will be exploring the lesser-known women social 
activists who fought for the rights of women, especially black women. 
 

10’ 

Research 
work 

Teacher divides students in five groups. Each group will be doing research on one 
notable woman activist. Teacher provides students with Europeana links but 
besides that students can also use other sources. Students get a Jamboard link 
and they all work in the same presentation at the same time, but on different 
slides (there is one slide for each group). They need to fill their slides with post-it 
notes after research work. 
Jamboard presentation 
Group 1. Josephine Baker 
Group 2. Audre Lorde 
Group 3. Angela Davis 
Group 4. Miriam Makeba 
Group 5. Eartha Kitt 

30’ 

Round table After students finish their research work they form new groups of five people so 
that in each new group all women activists are represented. Each group will have 
a kind of round table where each student will get into the role of the woman they 
researched and present themselves to each other, ask each other questions 
about their life, achievements and fight for rights. 

15’ 

Whole-class 
discussion 

Teacher and students have a discussion about the position of black women today. 
Do you know of any black women today who are working towards the equal 
rights of women? 
Who are they? What are they doing? 
What obstacles do they still face? 
How do they persevere to achieve their goal? 

15’ 

Four corners Students perform  a human barometer activity on the topic of feminism and 
women rights. Teacher shows students a few sentences and they have to respond 
by positioning themselves in one of the corners of the classroom (each corner 
represents one opinion- Agree/Strongly Agree/Disagree/Strongly Disagree). After 
they position themselves they have to explain their stand. 

10’ 

https://www.europeana.eu/hr/item/2051906/data_euscreenXL_https___www_openbeelden_nl_media_91155
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/item/91625/nomu_photo_NMA0080334
https://www.europeana.eu/hr/item/91617/upmu_photo_UB003640_02
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ukcJWNXWQMP-U0L_e8MLZC2Nw7KuLpQC_pEY7smRr_E/edit?usp=sharing
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Name of 
activity 

Procedure Tim
e 

All women should be feminists. 
Feminism should be more inclusive, in fact include the rights and needs of trans 
women. 
We don’t need feminism anymore. 
The feminist movement should fight racism along with sexism. 

Newspaper 
article 

Students do research about the position of black women in today’s society and 
write a newspaper article using Fodey-newspaper clipping generator. They can 
also include information about five women they researched and compare their 
fight for rights with today’s women’s fight for rights. 

60’ 

 

Assessment 

Teacher uses a rubric to assess the newspaper articles written by students (Annex 1). 

 

******************************* AFTER IMPLEMENTATION ******************************** 

 

Student feedback 

Students give feedback using an exit ticket (Annex 2). 

Teacher’s remarks 

Add here your comments and evaluation AFTER the implementation of this lesson. You can always use a rubric for self-

assessment. 

 

About the Europeana DS project 

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over millions of digitised items 

drawn from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries, and galleries. The Deployment of a common European data space (DS) for 

cultural heritage project builds on and expands the existing functionalities and services of the Europeana Digital Service 

Infrastructure (Europeana DSI).This initiative works towards the development and operation of the data space infrastructure, 

the integration and of high-quality data in the data space, the capacity building of professionals, the reuse of existing resources 

and the improvement of the digital services for the public. . 

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of more than 30 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-

profit organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, 

schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DS project is to facilitate the 

reuse of high-quality data and expand the community of users of Europeana for education. 

  

https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en
http://www.eun.org/home
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Annex 

Annex 1. Writing rubric 

 

Annex 2. Exit ticket 

 


