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Abstract

This learning scenario links the social dimension of higher education with that of student engagement. It
provides an opportunity to explore ways how to provide inclusive and diverse student engagement in
higher education. The scenario encourages active participation, ensuring student engagement from all
learners, including non-traditional students. Through interactive discussions, students gain insights into
the significance of embracing diversity and fostering an inclusive learning environment in higher education
institutions such as colleges and universities, to enrich student life.
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Table of summary

Inclusive Education and Student Engagement

This learning scenario can be used for modules at higher education institutions related to:
- Community Social Responsibility
- Inter/Intrapersonal Skills
- Personal, Social and Emotional Development
- Inclusive/Diverse Learning
16+

2 hours

3 hours (this can be delivered over several lectures/lessons)

Europeana

InclusiPHE — This is a project that aims to contribute to a more inclusive environment at
Higher Education Institutions, by creating interventions aimed at increasing non-traditional
students’ engagement in the life of their academic institution. The mapping report may help
with understanding the needs assessment for student engagement.

Activity 1 - Find Someone Who (Annex 1)
Rubric for Poster Presentation Assessment (Annex 2)

Europeana Video 1 - The Problem of Working Students
Europeana Collection 1 — World Festival of Cultural Diversity
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Licenses

[1 Attribution CC BY. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work,
even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most
accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of
licensed materials.

Integration into the curriculum

This learning scenario provides an opportunity to explore ways to provide inclusive and diverse student
engagement in higher education. This could be integrated into modules related to i) community social
responsibility, ii) inter or intra-personal skills, or, iii) personal, social and emotional development.

Aim of the lesson

By incorporating diverse perspectives, cultural contexts, and varied learning styles, students are exposed
to arich tapestry of ideas and experiences. The scenario encourages active participation, ensuring student
engagement from all learners, including non-traditional students. Through interactive discussions,
students gain insights into the significance of embracing diversity and fostering an inclusive learning
environment.

Outcome of the lesson

Students following this learning scenario develop a deeper appreciation for the unique contributions of
each student, fostering empathy and mutual respect. Consequently, this approach cultivates a more
enriching and supportive educational experience, empowering all students to thrive academically and
contribute effectively to the diverse global society.

Trends

collaborative learning, lifelong learning, student-centred learning

Key competences

cultural awareness and expression, citizenship, and, personal, social and learning to learn
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Activities

Warmer -
Find
Someone
Who

Corel

Video &
Discussion

Find Someone Who

1) Distribute a copy of Activity 1 to every student (Annex 1).

2) Individual Task - Ask students to go through the grid, individually, and mark
as many identity affirmations as they can identify with.

3) Whole Class Task — Ask students to go around the class and FIND SOMEONE
WHO identifies with one of the affirmations in the boxes. The students are to
write the other student’s name in the box. They can have the same name
twice, not more! The idea is to try to have as many filled-in boxes as possible.

4) Conclude the activity by asking:
- How did you feel during this activity?
- How did you feel trying to identify yourself with one (or more) of the

identity affirmations available on the grid?

Students Who Work

1) Students watch this video (Europeana Video 1) in a non-English language
since the video is in Dutch. Explain that no subtitles are available.

2) Ask students to work in groups (ideally small groups composed of 4 or 5
students). Ask students to discuss in their group what they think the video is
about.

3) Explain that the students are going to watch the video once again. However,
before showing the video, explain that the video is titled ‘The Problem of
Working Students’. You may write this on the whiteboard, if available. Ask
students to take note of something which strikes them during the video.

4) Following the second viewing of the video, explain that some students have
to earn their own tuition money: they have part-time or side jobs.

5) Discuss, as a whole group, the various shots from the video related to this:
- a taxi driver is letting a lady in;

- a female guide on a canal boat is wielding a microphone;
- a stoker is standing by a boiler of a central heating system;

30
minutes

30
minutes
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Core 2

Who are the
Non-
Traditional
Students?

- clerks are standing by a stencil machine or are working in a large hall to add
interest to savings bank accounts;
- students are working in a theatre as cashiers/counter assistants; etc.

6) Ask students to discuss in their groups the following prompts. It would be
ideal to ask groups to appoint a rapporteur, someone who will eventually
share the main points from the group discussion. These are the prompts:

- How does this video relate to your student life?

- How are the jobs in the video similar/different from the jobs students
have within this college/university?

- How does having a job affect student life?

- Does having a part-time job enrich student life? If yes, how?

- Does having a part-time job challenge student life? If yes, how?

7) Ask different groups to share.

Who are the Students in Higher Education? 30
minutes

1) Start the activity by discussing these questions:
- Why is student engagement important in higher education?
- When does student engagement succeed and when does it not?

2) Explain that ‘students who work’ are one category of what is referred to as
‘non-traditional students’.

3) Explain that a working definition for non-traditional students is:

“Every student who does not feel like an integral part of the student and institutional
community and/or who, due to their specific circumstances, does not have the
opportunity to get involved in student engagement during their studies is a non-
traditional student, even if only to a small extent.”

Brunner, M. et al. (2021). InclusiPHE Stronger Together - Towards inclusive student engagement of non-
traditional students in Professional Higher Education

4) Ask students to work in their respective groups to discuss:

- What do you think about this definition?

- What do you like/not like about this definition?

- Is there a need for talking about ‘traditional’ and ‘non-traditional’
students?

- What other characteristics would you include to describe a non-
traditional student which are not included in the ‘working definition’?
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Core 3

Poster
Creation

Higher Education for All Students 60
minutes

1) Ask students to work in their respective groups.
2) Explore the Europeana collection called ‘World Festival of Cultural
Diversity’ available here. You can explore this as a whole class or else the

students can explore this in their respective groups or individually.

3) In particular, focus on the section called ‘Under-represented cultures’.

Under-represented cultures

Jel- Aviy

4) Explain that the students are going to initiate a campaign on campus to
advocate for the inclusion of all students in higher education. Ask each group
to choose one challenge which non-traditional students may have while
studying in higher education. Ideally, different groups work on different
challenges. Feel free to give some examples (but not limited to) such as:

- Studying while taking care of a family member,

- Studying while taking care of a child,

- Studying while dealing with trauma (such as the loss of a family
member or friend),

- Following a particular religious/faith,

- Deriving from low-income households,

- Deriving from minority ethnic/racial backgrounds.

5) Each group is to prepare a poster to advocate for the inclusion of all
students in higher education.

6) Ask students to use the Europeana website, in particular, the collection
‘World Festival of Cultural Diversity’ and the section ‘Under-represented
cultures’ to include image/s on their posters.


https://www.europeana.eu/en/world-festival-of-cultural-diversity
https://www.europeana.eu/en
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Plenary Creating Awareness 30
minutes
Poster 1) Ask groups to share their posters and explain:
Creation

- The rationale of their poster,
- The choice of image/s from the Europeana repository.

2) Once all groups explain their posters, discuss ways how to disseminate
these posters on campus.

3) Finish the learning scenario by discussing these two plenary questions:

- How should higher education institutions attract and support non-
traditional students?

- What can higher education institutions do to inspire more students to
get involved?

Assessment

The rubric for the poster presentation is available in Annex 2.

Student feedback

Students can give continuous feedback during the lecture/s.

Teacher’s remarks

The rubric for the poster presentation is available in Annex 2.

About the Europeana DS project

Europeana is Europe’s digital platform for cultural heritage, providing free online access to over millions of digitised items drawn
from Europe’s museums, archives, libraries, and galleries. The Deployment of a common European data space (DS) for cultural
heritage project builds on and expands the existing functionalities and services of the Europeana Digital Service Infrastructure
(Europeana DSI). This initiative works towards the development and operation of the data space infrastructure, the integration
and of high-quality data in the data space, the capacity building of professionals, the reuse of existing resources and the
improvement of the digital services for the public.

European Schoolnet (EUN) is the network of more than 30 European Ministries of Education, based in Brussels. As a not-for-profit
organisation, EUN aims to bring innovation in teaching and learning to its key stakeholders: Ministries of Education, schools,
teachers, researchers, and industry partners. European Schoolnet’s task in the Europeana DS project is to facilitate the reuse of
high-quality data and expand the community of users of Europeana for education.
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Annex 1 - Find Someone Who

1) Go through the grid and mark the identity affirmations you can identify with.
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2) FIND SOMEONE WHO by asking others to affirm their identities and write their name in the box. You
can have the same name twice, not more! Try to find as many as you can @

White

Studying as a
mature student

Heterosexual

Single

Female

Studied both locally
and abroad

Has/Had the
support of a
Learning Support

Non-EU citizen

Studying while
expecting a child

A close friend
passed away
while studying

Educator while together
studying
Speaks (fluently) in Non-Catholic Studies full-time Pescetarian Studying while

more than 3 while working taking care of a
languages part-time parent
Non-apparent Studying while LGBTIQ+ Immigrant Vegan
disability/impairment parenting
Working class Studying a ‘non- Feels under- Has studied Non-disabled

typical’ course represented at abroad (e.g. a

(e.g. female the higher term abroad

welding) education following an

institution Erasmus
placement)
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Annex 2 — Rubric for Poster Presentation
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The students present
information without
organisation and no clear
progression with ideas
expressed. Information is
available but needs to be
rethought. The poster is not
easy to follow.

The students present information with some
organisation although sometimes lacking
overall progression with ideas expressed.

Parts of the poster are easy to follow

proposing a logical sequence.

The students present information
with thorough organisation and with
good overall progression with ideas

expressed. Information is available
and appropriate. The poster is easy

to follow proposing a logical
sequence.

The students present information
with exceptional organisation and
with excellent overall progression
with ideas expressed. Information is
available and carefully chosen. The
poster is easy to follow proposing a
logical sequence.

The Rationale of the Non-Traditional Student Characteristic

The rationale explaining the non-
traditional student’s characteristic is
poorly developed.

The rationale explaining the non-
traditional student’s characteristic
lacks minor information.

The rationale explaining the non-
traditional student’s characteristic is
adequate.

The rationale explaining the non-
traditional student’s characteristic is
excellent.

The Description of the Poster

The description of the poster lacks
depth.

The description of the poster needs
more explanation.

The description of the poster
provides all the necessary
information.

The description of the poster is
outstanding.

Understanding of Student Engagement in Higher Education

Very weak understanding of what
constitutes student engagement in
higher education.

Weak understanding of what
constitutes student engagement in
higher education.

Good understanding of what
constitutes student engagement in
higher education.

Very good understanding of what
constitutes student engagement in
higher education.
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